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A PLAN of the LETTER; 


1. NEaſens for unitiug Proteſtants.—T heir diſ- 
fatisfaitions from the grewth of Popery, of 

long ſtanding, p. 1. 

2. No dividing controverſies ſhould be carried on, 

8. 

& 3. The affair of cpiſcopiſing North-America, 

whether ſeaſonable ? p. 12. 


$ 4. A number of Popiſh publications noticed, p. 


No. 1. Brocke's trial of the panes”. 67 
treland, 1764, 2d edit. p. ibid. 

No. 2. Conſiderations on the penal laws againſs 
Roman-catholics in England, and the 
new acquired colonies in America, 1704, 
p. . 

No. 3. Obſervations on Aﬀairs in Ireland from 
the ſettlement in 1691, to the preſent 
time, by Nicholas Jord Diſcount Taaffe, 
F706, D. At. :* 

No. 4. A cangid enquiry into the cauſes and 


motives of the late riots in the province 


of Munſter in Ireland, by the people called 


Fhiteboys, or Levellers, 1767, p. 23. 

No. 5. Philips's life of cardinal Pole, briefly 
mentioned, p. 24. 

No. 6. Philips s appendix, 1767, p. 8. 

No. 7. A free examination of the common methods 
employed to pre _ the growth of Po- 
pery, 1766, 

No. 8. An apology for * Catholics of Great- 
Britain and Ireland, humbly offered to 
the conſideration of the King's moſt ex- 
cellent Majeſty and - Heoufjes of Par- 
lament, 1768, p. 3 

. Some ſtrictures on the eh made by the 

5 for an union of the Church of England 

with the Churcof Rome, p. 46. 
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A PLAN of the LETTER; 


J $. No. . Thaughts, eſſays, and maxims, chiefly re- 
N 1 and 3 by Charles Howard, Eſq; 
11768 

$ 9. Some . are humbly JE . 6 as oper to de- 


feat the deſigns of Popery, p. 61. 
A poſſeripr, p. o. 


Ful Publifped, 


1 N Examination of Dr. Rutherforth's Charge, in 

| Defence of Subſcription to Articles of F ith, 16. 

2. A Letter to Dr. Rutherforth, in Anſwer to his Second 
Charge, on the ſame Subject, 1s. 5 . 

3. An Examination of an Eſſay on Eſtabliſh uments, 28. 6d. 

The above, by B. Dawſon, LL. D. 

4. Civil Eſtabliſnments in Religion, a \ around of Int 

Y delity, in Anſwer to the Eflay on Eitabliſkments and 

Thoughts on Miracles, 2s. 

. An Antiquarian Doctor's Sermon, on an antiquated 
Subject; found among the Sweeping as of his Study, and 
publiſhed by his Son, being a {mall Appendix to the 
Confeſional, 6d. 

6. An Eftay on Government, and the Nature of Civil 
and Religious n by Joſeph Prieſtley, L L. D. 
F. R. S. | 
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To the CLERGY of the Church of England, 
as by Law eſtabliſhed. 


REVEREND GENTLEMEN, 


$1. A Proteſtant diſſenting-miniſter takes 

the liberty of addreſſing you, as 

brethren, who are united in the ſame 
common faith, having only one God, and one 
Mediator, Lord, and Lawgiver ; he therefore 
humbly hopeth for a ſerious and candid attention 
from ſo large, and learned, and reſpectable a body 
of Proteſtant di vines. Reaſon there always was 
for the union of Proteſtants; urgent reaſon there 
is at a time when our dangers from Popery 
are fo very alarming. What ſhould forbid 
that union between us, who harmonize in 
the fundamentals of Chriſtianity, our moſt 
holy religion. e. g. We all of us agree in 
acknowledging the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament, to contain the only rule of 
our faith and worſhip; holding facred the 
rights of private judgement; and denying that 
God has inveſted any man or number of men 


on earth, with power to give law to con- 
| B ſcience. 


2 A Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniler's 
ſcience. Befide theſe principles of the refor- 
mation, you, with us, Proteſtant-diffenters, 
do allo avow and maintain thoſe of thee ver 
glorious revolution ! an event, which happily 
ſecured the ſucceſſion of the Houle of Hanover, 
with e: c'uſion of Popery from the throne of 
theld realms; © | 

In thele eſſential articles, religious and civil, 


we preſume to be united, and to breathe one 


and the ſame divine ſpirit of truth and liberty. 
Thus Holding the head, it would be very un- 


- juſtifiable in any to charge us with ſchiſm, 


only for aflerting the rights of private judg- 
ment, as we do, in the different forms and 
modes of our profeſſion ; for, in fact, we have 
lately had the honour done us, of an advocate 
of the firſt rank in the courts of judicature, to 
picad our cauſe, to remove our reproach, and 
to acquit us of all crime, in the eye of the 


law, on account of our Proteſtant diſſent. We 


might yet farther plead for ourſelves, even the 
unverlal and long eſtabliſhed uſage of all our 


courts of law and judicature, which admit o 


the higheſt and moſt intereſting ſocial act of 
religion, being pertormed in them, with de- 
terrence to the ſacred rights of conſcience: 1 
mean, the different modes of adminiſtring 


oaths 7nd affirmations, by Quakers, Jews, 


Manor etans, and Pagans. An open conſti- 
tution: I acknowledgment, that a difference of 
modes and forms is very conſiſtent with unity 
of ſpirit and deſign, in religious profeſſion. 
We have alfo the pleaſure of experiencing 

1 a bro- 


Letter to the Clerg „5 1 


a brotherly affection from numbers of your 
venerable body. Nay, in very perilous times, 
you have ever found us ready to join in defence 
of our happy conſtitution, both at the ex- 
pence of our fortunes, and at the hazard of 
our lives. Shall 1 240, the Papiſt is now 
openly promiſing our government, that he will 
ſoon make public his ſcheme for uniting your 
church with his own; and in a manner too, 
that ſhall be well pleaſing to the ſee of” Rome *. 
But, inafmuch as ſhe pretends to have no- 
thing dangerous to Proteſtants in her profeſ- 
1:0n, and fo freely ridicules the alarm, I will 
refer to a well authenticated inſtance in proof 
of her retaining, at this day, the very ſame 
pr 2 horridly threatening to 
roteſtants. See the original pieces concerning 
the preſent ſituation of the Proteſtants and 
Greeks tm Poland, p. 120. wherein you have 
what the biſhop of Cracovia calls, /ecurity of 
£08 faith, thus expreſſed. Being deſirous 
that our holy Roman-catholic faith, which 
<«« hath been for many ages paſt predominant 
jn our realms, be eſtabliſhed on the firmeſt 
foundations; we do promiſe and ſettle, as 
«© an eternal law, that no citizen, of what- 
*« ſfoever ſtate or condition, do preſume, in 
this or any future diet, on any title or pre- 
*© tence whatſoever, to make, in behalf of the 
© Diffidents from the Roman-catholic faith, 
any propoſition relating to religion, with- 
* out rendering himſelf liable to the puniſh- 
Dx. © ment 


An Apology fer the Catholics, &c. p. 128: 


4 4A Proteſiant Diſſenting Miniſter's 
ment of a public defrauder, and to the 
c& confiſcation of Seon and in this matter 
« we re-aſſume all od laws.” 

This is the ſcheme of the biſhop of Cra- 
che Diet, 1766, Oc. 11. © Let, 
« ſays he, the moſt illuſtrious States give 
cc ſentence in this matter. Upon this, the 
* waole ſenate and deputies of the equeſtrian 
oer. repeated all together ſeveral times, 
© nem. con. with 2 loud voice, we give our 
„ conſent, we give our conſent: we pray 
* this ſcheme be admitted.“ 

The king praiſes the zeal of the Prime 

biſhops of Cracovia. 
1 ſhall next refer you to the ſpeech of the 
Pope's nuncio at the Diet, 1766, which will 
give the native ſpirit of the {ce of Rome, and 
its preſent diſpoſition towards Proteſtants, 
wherever it can expreſs itſelf without reſerve. 


1 ſay, take heed ! take heed ! and be 


ce watchful that the purity of your religion 
«© does not undergo the leaſt ſtain : for you 
& know full well, how pure, how holy and 
how unſpotted it is: and laſtly, how averſc 
* it is to all fellowſhip with any forbidden 
* worſhips ; on this account you muſt take 
Ja reſolution, not only to baniſh, with all 
„ your might, from your kingdom, the 
« public exerciſe of the condemned religions, 
& but likewiſe to forbid the Diſſidents being 
© allowed thoſe private houſes of worſhip, 
they call oratories. For, I pray you, 


40 What 1 is the conceſſion of thoſe oratories, 
& but 


cc 


£6 


Letter to the Clergy, Sc. 5 


e but an entire violation of the Catholic 
religion, and of the laws it has pre- 
ct {cribed *..” 

He declares openly, that he ſpeaks the 
language of their moſt bleſſed father, Clement 
XIII. who has ſo great a regard for the Poliſh 
name, who . given him expreſs com- 
mands to defend the true religion, with the 
greateſt earneſtneſs, and to the uttermoſt of 
his power. 

Here we have Rome-papal without W 
unboſoming herſelf; ſo that we cannot be de- 
ceived by any of thoſe deluſive addreſſes 


which are 5 5 day made by her advocates 


to us Britons. Should the Poles grant the 
Diſſidents better terms, it may not, at all, be 
aſcribed to a more lenient ſpirit 6 them, 
but to that neceſſity brought upon them by 
the powerful remonſtrances of Proteſtant 
princes, guarantees of the treaty of O/va. 
The too great remiſſneſs among Proteſt- 
ants, as to meaſures that might more effectu- 
ally prevent the increaſe of Popery among us, 
is matter of painful conſideration; for, the 
thoughtful and attentive are, and have long 
dN much alarmed by that increaſe. 
Almoſt incredible, therefore, it is, that a 
Proteſtant writer mould, in contradiction to 
this known fact, affirm, « That neither 
members of the church of England nor 
FProteſtant- diſſenters have, in a long courſe 
* of years, taken any offence at Popiſh 


hs 9 
b G Pieces, &c. p. 124. 
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6 A Proteflant Dijentins Minifter's 

* biſhops for going about, quietly and pri- 
“ vately, to exercite every part of their epiſ- 
„ copal functions.“ Allow me to ſay, this 
can have no truth in it, and he muſt be con- 
vinced of a groſs miſrepreſentation, when I 
refer him ſo far back as to the year 1706, 
and prove, that ever ſince, offence has been 
taken. When the ſeſſion was near at an 
« end,” ſays Biſhop Burnet, great com- 


* plaint was made in both Houſes of the pro- 


« greſs of Popery in Lancaſhire, and of many 
< infolences committed there, both by the 
* laity and prieſts of that religion; upon this 


ce a Bill was brought into the Houſe of Com- 


© mons, with clauſes that would have ren- 
„ dered the Bill, paſſed in the end of laſt 
* reign, effectual; this alarmed all of that 
ce religion: fo that they made very powerful 
(or to follow the raillery of the time), very 
© WEIGHTY interceſſions with the conſider- 


© able men of that Houſe. The court looked 


on, and ſeemed indifferent in the matter; 
yet it was given out that ſo ſevere a law 
„ would be very unreaſonable, when we were 
*in alliance with ſo many princes of that 
religion; and that it muſt leſſen the force 
of the queen's interceſſion in favour of the 
e Proteſtants that lived in the dominions of 
e thoſe princes : the proceeding ſeemed rigo- 
% rous, and not ſuited to the gentleneſs that 


* the Chriſtian religion did fo particularly | 


* recommend, and vas contrary to the max- 
© 1ms 


A Letter to the Author of the Cenfefional, p. 90. 


Letter to the Clergys e. Lift 
«jms of liberty of conſcience and toleration Wh; 
« that were then in vogue. It was anfwer- 1 
« ed, that the dependence of thoſe of that 114 
cc religion on a — juriſdiction, and at 110 
** preſent on a foreign pretender to the crown, 14 
put them out of the caſe of other ſubjects, 11 
« who might differ from the eſtabliſhed reli- Till 
cc gion; ſince there ſeemed to be good reaſon 144 
to conſider the Papiſts as enemies, rather 101 
« than as ſubjects. But the application was 14 
made in fo effectual a manner, that the Bill 10 
« was let fall; and, though the Lords had 1. 
made ſome ſteps towards ſuch a Bill, yet N 
*« fince they ſaw what fate it was like to have Wl 
in the Commons, inſtead of proceeding e 
% farther in it, they diſmiſſed the matter, {HOG 
«with an aden to the queen, that ſhe 1 I | 
mould give orders, both to the juſtices of e 
peace and to the clergy, that a return 140 
© might be made to the next ſeſſion of par- e 
«© liament, of all the Papiſts in England “.“ | 180 
So long ſince, a concern about the increaſe 0 
of Popery was notorious; and I aſk, were } 1 ; 
the apprehenſions leſs painful, under the four -— 1 
laſt years of Queen Anne e or at the rebel- . 
lion in 1715? And what could be the meaning | HR 
of thoſe { -rmons at Salters Hall, both preached 1 | | 1 
and publiſhed, 1733 or what the conjoined l 
efforts of conforming and non-conforming 11 
5 miniſters 


4 Buriet's Hiſtory of his own time, Vol. IV. Bvyo. p. 
141, 142. 

e Conſult B. Bennet's Sermons againſt Popery, u 
racked, at Newcakile upon Tyne. 


83 A Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter's 
miniſters and people, in 1745, if that rebel- 
lion had not raiſed very painful apprehenſions 
from Popery? Would this letter- writer inſi- 
nuate, that Proteſtants are never alarmed, 
but whilſt the knife is at their throats? his 
ſaying, © That neither the members of the 
« Church of England nor Proteſtant-diſſen- 
« ters have, for a long courſe of years, taken 
*« any offence at Popiſh biſhops,”. is not 
capable of any defence ; their performing their 
_ epiſcopal functions quietly and privately was, 
what could not render the danger from them 
4 whit leſs alarming. Pity it was, that whilft 
this letter-writer had taken upon him the 
taſk of chaſtiſing a brother clergyman, he 
ſhould be guilty of ſo much greater errors in 
His own addreſs. But the better to unite 
Proteſtants, give me leave to offer ſome 
thoughts reſpecting the treated controverſy 
about the Confeſſional. | 


No dividing controverſies ſhould be carried on. 


$ 2. As a Proteſtant-diſſenter, you, Gen- 
tlemen, will ſuppoſe me a friend to the 
reforming deſign of the Confeſſional, fo 
far as it would ſupport and ſtrengthen the 
union of Proteſtants, and plead the cauſe of 
truth and liberty: but if the controverſy be 
conducted with a ſpirit that diſunites and di- 
vides Proteſtants, it muſt be dangerous. And 
does not the abuſe, thrown upon fo noble a 
deſign and fo divine a cauſe, rather prove the 


hand 


Letter to the Clerg i Se. > 


hand of Jab in this matter? The author of 
the Confeſſional has ſurely diſcovered the 
ſpirit of a Proteſtant in that performance, and 
great nun bers of your learned body do ar- 
dently wiſh a reform in the buſineſs of ſub- 
ſcribing. Should he then be hunted down 
as the deer, merely to gratify the ſportſman, 
and to exerciſe his hounds ? This would be 
inhuman, as well as unchriſtian. That he 
has great merit, is ingenuouſly acknowledged 
by te moit able as well as the moſt rei 
of his opponents, who fays thus of the Con- 
feffional: © That it abounds with ſpirit, and 
contains many juſt obſervations, placed in 
« a ſtriking light, and breathes, at the ſame 
% time, A Zeal for truth and liberty. 2 

But ſuppoſing the letter-writer ſhould not 
chuſe to admit this teſtimony, yet he will 
find himſelf put under a neceflity to own the 
need there is of a reform, when a Popiſh 
writer can thus addreſs the King and both 
Houſes of Parliament ; “ What can be ſaid 
« in favour of the many teſts and oaths, 
© which muſt be taken for qualifications in 
church and ſtate ? what can be more im- 
** pious than to prophane the holy ſacrament, 
by expoſing it to ſo many indignities ſor 
the purpoſes of ſecular ends and deſigns e?“ 
And again, I well know, /ays he, that many 
« ventlemen of the Church-of England can- 
not bear the uſe of the Athanaſian creed in 
* 40 their 


An Egan on | Eftabl mente in Religion, p. 46. 
An Apology tor Rowen - cnihelics, p. ab. 


10 A Protefiant Diſentmg Miniſter's 

« their liturgy, and wonder that their clergy 
are not ſo complaiſant as to expunge it; 
© becauſe it makes holding the Catholic faith 
© the ground-work of ſalvation, and, on 
* this condition, denounces everlaſting per- 
« dition againſt thoſe who do not b.“ 
Another ſeverity in the letter-writer is, 
that of his ſo vehemently urging the author 
of the Confeſſional to reſign his livings, be- 
cauſe of ſcriples; when he muſt know, that 
ſome of the moſt illuſtrious of the eſtabliſhed 
clergy have had their ſcruples, vs. a Tillot- 


ſon, a Clarke, an Hoadley, and a Sykes, and 


yet retained their livings; and are there no 
commendamites, no pluraliſts, who have now 
their ſcruples about them, within his own 
acquaintance? His pen is too cenſorious; he 


affirms of poor Dr. Mayhew, that he died in 


a /injful condition i. And he raſhly fays of 
the Confeſſional, its defences and news- pa- 


pers, “They excite ſhrewd ſuſpicions, that 


<< the real intention is not to reform the 
& church, but to make it odious, ® This 
is very abuſive; becauſe the manifeſt defign 
of the Confeſſional is, to render rhe church 
more amiable ; to carry on the reformation 
to yet higher degrees of purity and perfection; 
and to remove difficulties and diſcouragements 


from the truly conſcientious clergymen. But 


this writer does even ſtigmatize thoſe ſeaſona- 
ble 


Þ An Apology, &e. p. 29. 
A Letter to the Autl, or of the Confeſſional, p. 0b. 
* Ibid. p. bs. 


Letter to the Clergy, Ge. 11 


ble alarms of danger from Popery, with the 
opprobrious term, clamorous |; with equal 
reaſon might he opprobriouſly treat the loud 
voice that awaked him from his ſleep, when 
his houſe was on fire. 
Not content with theſe bitterneſſes in this 
very angry writer, becauſe the author of the 
Confeſſional had complained of paſtors, as 


not having more attended to their duty; he 


ſays, „His undoubted meaning is, that, to 
% preach againſt Popery effectually, they 
* muſt preach againſt their own church; 
© and, if they will do the latter, he fancies 
© they may have his leave to let the former 
alone m.“ What fort of infinuation could 
poſſibly be more unjuſt ? I will not, at pre- 
ſent, do more than point out another of this 
writer's uncharitable repreſentations of cha- 
racters; and that is, where Dr. Mayhew and 
this author of the Confeſſional are linked to- 
gether by him, as brethren in iniquity. 
Now I confeſs,” ſays he, that Dr. May- 
*« hew could have anſwered Mr. Apthorpe's 
Review]; for he could have anſwered every 
i thing; and ſo can yo. It is to be la- 
mented, that no character ſhould be ſpared. 
by this writer, where he takes the leait of- 
tence : but, alas! he himſelf thereby becomes 
the moſt deplorable object of our pity, be- 
cauſe he ſtands ſelf- condemned at the bar of 

1 his 


| A Letter to the Author of the Confeſſional, p. 71. 
. n Ibid. p. 96. 


— 
3 2 ö 
Ne nr 


* 
— gee Sn indo ere — — 
A 8 


2 oe 


PR 
D 


—— —— — 

OO te og Age ¶ o!L——— —— — — — or — — 2 — 

>. — ääF— — wes 9 —— — —ñ— . — 
—.— 


_ 


rr 
22 


3 


A Yr 
—— — —— — os On 9cks A ww d 
= kh, 5 — 
* e * _ * * 
— wav 
7 Win NK — 


— 


i2 4 Proteſtant Diſinting Miniſter's 


his own conſcience ; for theſe. are the very 
rules he himſelf has laid down, to guide the 
pen of a writer. © His buſineſs is, When on 
« grave and important ſubjects, not to ſay 
« the ſmarteſt things he can, to pleaſe his 
« own party, to. excite hatred or contempt. 
e of his adverſaries, and mitlead thoſe whom 
he profeſſes to inform ; but to watch over 
« himſelf, repreſent things candidly, argue 
« juſtly, allow anſwers their juſt weight, and 
c honeſtly confeſs his own miſtakes * faults 
« when he has been guilty of any. 5 


The ſpecimens given from this letter- 


writer, are of themſelves ſufficient to ſhew, 
the Feiſdtablenels of laying aſide all con- 
rroverſics, which tend to divide Proteſtants. 


$ 3. The off cir of ep iſeopifi ng North America, 
whether ſeaj onable ? 


Wurx I advert to our preſent public con- 
dition, my concern for the Proteſtant cauſe 
and intereſt becomes ardent, 2nd every ſcheme 
that threatens, in my own conception, to 
weaken that intereſt, gives me diſtreſs; even 


. 


that propoſal of epilcopiſing North America, 


nas appeared, at leaſt, unſeaſonable, ſhould. 
the attempt be made in our preſent circum- 
ſtances; and a letter in the Daily Gazetteer ?, 
Ugricd Seoto-Britannus, has confirmed me 
in my apprehenfions, for, he ſays, © The 

„ North- 


o Letter to the Author of the Confeſſional, p- 4. 
* Of Decen ber 23, 1797. 
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00 N did too ſeverely imart under 
the iron yoke of epiſcopacy, in the days of 


the Stuart, ever to deſire to fall under it 
again; and have now as little inclination to 


cc 57 as r brethren in America, who are 
« in ſuch dread of it; who fled from its per- 

fſecution under the mercileſs Laud, into 
the howling wilderneſs; yet even there nct 
«- ſafe from him, had not Providence cut his 


« hand ſhort. Nay, after this, as is mani- 
« feſt from Hutchinjon's Hiſtory of the Maſ- 


«« ſachuſets, the archbiſhops Sheldon and 


93 Sanderoft ſtill purſued the remains of theſe 
cc 
© they were, to bring them under the 
latic juriſdiction, as if it was hereditary in 

« ſuch men to epiſcopiſe all the world.” I 


have the rather cited this paſſage, for the 


ſake of repeating the ſenſe which the writer 
has of the temper of the North-Americans. 
Not that I would preſume to put my. own 
judgment in the ſcale againſt that of the body 
of the Engliſh clergy, and the ſenſe of the 


civil adminiſtration ; but rather, that I might 


have the opportunity of putting theſe two 
due vis. Whether the North-Ameri- 


ans are not already too much ruffled and diſ- 


a And, whether that reform, which 18 
confefſedly ſo much wanted in the church- 
eſtabliſhment at home, ſhould not be a prior 
meaſure taken, in order to give the epiſco- 
pifing American ſcheme the greater effect? 


pious emigrants, for pious and 8 


Mr. 


14 A Proteſlant Diſſenting Miniſter's 

Mr. Apthorpe's propoſal of excluding all 
Papiſts the king's dominions in America, be- 
cauſe of their principles being ſo inconſiſtent 
with thoſe of civil government, I ſhould be 
of opinion, might improve the epiſcopiſing 
ſcheme. But the letter-writer beforemen- 
tioned, objects, and ſays, Yet I had rather 
% they ſhould not be put to this inconve- 


c nience, if they will but abſtain from tam-_ 
« pering with the people.” Every Proteſt- 
ant would be glad to ſay the fame thing, if 


it had or could have any meaning: but you 


might as well ſay, you would rather admit 


on ſhore a whole foul ſhip's crew, than refuſe 
them to land upon your coaſt, if they would 
not ſpread their infection. 

However, our letter-writer ſays, “ I have 
heard, on the beſt authority, that a Pro- 
« teſtant miniſter ſent over hither, a few 
« years ago, by his brethren in France, upon 
„ a commiſſion of importance, on his own 
ce accord, without any thing ſaid to lead him 
&« to it, freely declared, that they thought 
they ſhould flouriſh much better, and make 
% many more converts, if our biſhops were 
to ordain biſhops for thema.“ After this, 
he mentions Spanheim's letter to Lauderdale, 
and Monſ. Goyon's, in behalf of the French 
church. But methinks this only ſer ves to 
ſhew, that the Proteſtants in France would, 
by virtue of the ordination of Engliſh biſhops, 


have 


* 


La) 


Letter to the Author of the Canſeſſional, p. 51. 


Letter to the Clergy, Fo. 15 
have commanded reſpect; they thought it 


might be a kind of covering for them, from 


the more ſevere hand of bigotry and ſuper- 
ſtition; and that the French eſtabliſhed. cler- 
gy would look more favourably upon them: 
and poſſibly it might have had ſome ſuch ef- 
fect. Now, Gentlemen, I will, directly, to 
my grand point, lay before you ſome ſtric- 
tures upon | 


§ 4. 4 number of Popiſh publications. 
| NuuBER I. 1 3 
I hall begin with Brookz's Trial of the 
Roman-catholics of Ireland, 1764, 2d. edit. 
This book was publiſhed with a profeſſed 
deſign to repreſent the Iriſh-maſſacre in 1641. 
a calumny, a forgery, and an incredible im- 
poſture. Dr. Ben. Pye has diſſected this 
performance with a very maſterly hand, in 
his five letters on ſeveral ſubjets. In one 
note he ſays, It is ſomewhat extraordinary 


« the trial of the Roman-catholics in Ireland, 


(4 
ec 


La) 


publiſhed by the author of Guſtavus Vaſa, 
ſhould have ever been received with any 
degree of credit, ſince it is evidently no- 
thing more than the Iriſh dialogue between 
© ͤdiſſenter and-.a member of the Church 
** of Ireland, put into a new dreſs : every 
argument is individually the fame; Sergeant 
© Statute is the poor diſſenter, equipped 
with ſuch paultry reaſoning as a ſchool- 
boy might confute ; and Serjeaxt Candour 


cf 18 
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16 A Pritefiant Dijenting Min! ger s 
« js the triumphant Popith prieſt, who gains 


fan eaſy victory over a man of ſtraw of his 


% own making. Mr. Brooke, therefore, 
0 (though much boaſted of in the Free Ex- 


„ amination, as an eminent Froteſtant writer, 


c p. 32.) can be no better, as he is no other, > 


than the Popiſh Irich  phyfician, in an 


* Englich habit.“ In another note, Dr. 


Pye 3 the ſneer of the Free Examiner, 


p. 25, who ſays, Mr. Harris has unmaſked 
„ Mr. Brooke, before Mr. Brooke wrote; 
& which is eaſily accounted for, becauſe 
% FHiclion unmaſked, Dublin edit. where every 
cc one of them may be found in the month 
ce of the Popiſh objector, ten years before 
e Mr. Brooke thought fit to tranſcribe them 
into his own work Kk. 

The infamous piece, you el is here fairly 
developed, or thus it is that we have hewed off 
the block and got out the man; and notwith- 


* 


* 


ſtanding all that can be faid on the Iriſh- 


maffacre, Lord Macguire's teſtimony, and 
Lord Cattlchaven's, the favourite memorialiſt 
of the Papiſts, ſhew the maſſacre to have 
been under the ſanction of Rome-papal. 

He, moreov er, labours to lay an emphaſis 
en Popery's giving great ſecurity to our wing 
and conſtitution, <* by his religion, preaching 
«« paihve ſubm imon to all civil! eſtablihments 
* under which they thall happen to live *. 


The effect of auricular confethon, purgato- 
| TICS, 


4 —— Letters, 8 D 0s. 5 This P. 64. 
pid. p. 117 | 


1 
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ries, faſts, and pennances, which,” he 
ſays, * & are to the members of the Church of 
| © Rome, what diſcipline is in the military 
« department ; they preſerve Roman-catho- 
ec lics in the familiar uſe and practice of 
daily obedience; and this habit of reſpect 
and ſubmiſſion to eccleſiaſtical diſciplin: 
is, not unnaturally, attended with reſpet 
« and ſubmiſſion to the ſecular powers. 
Thus the obedience of theſe people to the 
authority of their church is an earneſt of 
their obedience to the authority of all 
« ſtates, whether Heathen or Chriſtian, un- 
„ der which they live*.” He adds to the 
above church-diſcipline auricular confeſ- 
ons v. Arguments that ſhew the interiors 
of the Popiſh devotion to be a political con- 
trivance, wholly intended to enſlave the peo- 
ple, and to give the prieſts an abſolute do- 
minion over them. At the ſame time, his 
religion can enſure no government of their 
paffi ve ſubmiſſion, farther than their prieſtly 
tyrants are upon good terms with ſuch go- 


vernments. The diſcipline is itſelf inconſiſt- 


ent with the rights and claims of humanity, 
and the religion of Rome-papal is only fit to 
be profeſſed under a tyranny or an abſolute 
deſpotiſm. They are, by no means, a pro- 
per people to mingle with the ſubjects of a 
tree government. 
Paganiſm cannot furniſh an equal debaſe- 
ment 3 depravation of the human mind, 
D with 
Five Letters, &c. p. 102, * Ibid. p. 139. 
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with that of the Popith ſcheme of diſcipline. 


1 his method of recommending Popery to a 
Proteſtant people, is much like that of ſhew- 
ing to men, Who are enjoying the benefits of 
unteſtrained freedom, the chains and fetters 


of tnc felon, in order to invite him into the 
rapturous encloſures of Newgate : or elſe, 


i 
taking a Briton by the hand, 1 leading 


HSM into the purlicus of Ps. in order 00 | 


perſuzde him of the ſuperior excellence of an 
zDidluic, to that of a free government. Non- 
relſſtance ard paſſive- -obedience is the forced 
Ipirit and diſpolition of llaves. 


NUM EER II. 


Confarrations on the penal laws againf} Roman 
eatholics i 777 Hugland, aid the new acquir ea 


colonies in Americ 2, 1704. 


This pamphlet pleads for the bon of 
Papiſts, from the good fervices which they did 
to King Charts I. and their peaccable beha- 
viour in aſter-times; bur © that, for political 


© reaſons, it was thought necellary to keep 


*© up an horror of . Popery in the minds of 
„ tne people in King William III.'s time, 


perhaps, to throw a veil over the part the 


„ Princels Anne had aged in rhe depoſition 
& Of ber father .' However, he owns that 
the Papiſts Were in the rebe EP Of * 1 55 yet 
were very excuſable. After this, he gives 


- 


high evlogimn: ns on the 8 Hanover- family or 
© | | : 
Bolds up £0 
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view the example of Pruſſia and Holland in 


favour of a toleration. Nay, he even af- 
firms, „that the clergy of the eſtzbliſhed 
4 church received the 0 ed depoſit of the 
«© Old and New Teſtament 1 their Ro- 
% man-catholic predeceitors, and it is from 
© them alſo they are ambitious of deriving 
„c their miſſion and ordination :” and further 
boldly gays, e That” every, 5: olitive article cf 
<& belief is taken from the Roman-catholic 
« faich?:” he alſo will have a reſemblance 
in the hierarchy, both in the diſcivline and 
litargy : moreover, he argucs, © that you 
„ clergy are indebted to the generotity and 
{© labours of your Catholic an: ftor rs; for, he 
«© thinks, all the cathearal churches, bug St. 

« Paul's, and for a vaſt number of the paro- 
« chial, as well as for thoſe large endow- 
© ments, which give YOu an Ic 0 2ndence 

© and dignity much ſuperior to the clergy of 
any other of the refo! rmed churckes*.” This 
is very po : yer, could it be proved, 

would, to all intents and purpoſes, give the 


Papiſt a Bite to equal privileges in "Us ifain, 


However, I nave ſhbewn in the beginning ot 


this addreſs, that you, as a Proteſtant-church, 
could derive 8 at all from Rot me-papal: 
notwithſtanding this, we have ſome conceſ- 
lions made, by "this Popiſh writer, which de- 


ſerve to be remembered. He ſays, < Queen 


I 


2 wes ſeems to have inherited the ſangui- 
e nary 1 O. ha Tugdor-ianniy ; to 
EZ -.. c which 


/ Conſiderations, &c. p. 93. Z Ibid. p. 63, 55. 
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20 A Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter's 


& which ſhe joined the Spaniſh notion, that 
«& it is incumbent on man to avenge the cauſe 
C of God. a maxim productive of much 
ee miſchief*.” He alſo owns, that he had 
found a copy of a letter wrote to the pope by 
king Charles, then prince of Wales, wherein 
he profeſſes his earneſt, deſire for the peace 
and unity of the church: and in another part 
he ſays, It is certain I would never defire 
& to tie myſelf with the ſacred bond of mar- 
< riage, unto a perſon whoſe religion I could 
«© not endure : wherefore let your holineſs be 
«« perſuaded, that my mind now is and al- 
© ways ſhall be very far from plotting any 


* 


thing contrary to the Roman-catholic reli- 


« gion.“ Theſe teſtimonies of a profeſſed 
Papiſt ſhould have their weight, when con- 
trary chings are ſaid by other Popiſh writers, 
«© Charles II. he-expreſsly tells us, died a 
«« profeſſed Catholic 4.” He finiſhes, with 
denying that there is any thing in his religion 
which hinders his being a faithful ſubject, 
and a good Engliſhman; and yet, he avows a 
ſubjection to a foreign power, in the exerciſe 
vt a dominion over conſcisnce. | 
There are a few things to. be obſerved 


upon this pamphlet. The Papiſt ſhould firſt 


1 hy that the ſacred ſcriptures which we 
ave, were in any one paſt age, in no other 
than Popiſh hands; the ſacred depoſite of 


Rome- 


2 A Stab at the heart of Phillips, and Free Examiner, 
b Conſiderations, &c. p. 20. c Ibid. p. 20. 
Ibid. p. 34. 
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Rome-papal. Again, he ſhould tell us whether 
they do acknowledge our ſcriptures to be the 
genuine divine canon? for, as Biſhop Burnet 
well obſerves, © the early ſpreading of the 
« Chriſtian religion to ſo many remote coun- 
* tries and provinces, the many copies of theſe 


books that lay in countries fo remote, the 


many tranſlations of them that were quick- 
ly made, do all concur*,”--I add, to render 
it Impoſſible that Papiſts ſhould have been the 
only conſervators of the ſacred canon. 

Once more, as to their being ſo amenable to 
a Proteſtant government, which they profeſs 
to be, much drollery appears in the reaſon 
aſſigned, which laughs aloud in the face of 
the Britiſh ſovereignty ; it is this, the right 
« of the Houle of Hanover, founded onthe act 
ce of ſettlement, by overcoming the oppoſition 
© in the year 1715, was alto eſtabliſhed by 
*© conqueſt over their Catholic ſubjects f.“ 

The right eſtabliſhed by conqueſt, at Tower- 
hill and Tyburn, is, no doubt, a moſt won- 
derful eſtabliſhment ! 


NumnER III. " 

Obſervations on affairs in Ireland from the 

ſettlement in 1691, to the preſent time, by 
Nicolas, Lord Viſcount Taaffe, 1766. 

The pamphlet, written under the cover of 

a noble name, has a decent addreſs. The 

author pleads, “the confidence which King 


William £ 


Under Article 6, in his Expoſition. 
Confiderations, &c. p. 45. 
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M illiam put in the Iriſh Papiſts, and their 

being reconciled to the revolution; but that 

A ſtrange i inverftion of things took place in the 
Jitical ivſtem under Queen Anne. He will 


not allow that Irith Catholics are irreclaimable 
enem ies to a Proteftant government; and af- 


firms, that their religion forbids public re- 


bellion. He owns, that George I. relaxed, as 
much as potiible, the penalties annexed to the 
exerciſe of the Catholic worſhip.; and that the 
ame fpirit of toleration pervaded every act of 
George II. 's adminiſtration. That upon the 
diſarders of the Munſter-levellers, they had 
given the ſtrongeſt aſſurance of their alle- 
jance to the Earl of Hallifax ; and that they 
publicly prayed tor the preſent royal family. 


He farther pleads, the North-American biſhop 


atlowed at Canada under our government, as 
an indulgence which the Iriſh Papiſts have 
equal, or more than equal reaſon to expect.“ 
Here he ſhould have abated much of his 
expectat ion, by conſidering, that the appoint- 
ment of a Popiſh bithop within the dominions 


of a Proteſtant Britiſhi prince, hath not yet 


been proved to be conſtitutional ; if upon a 
national i inquiry, it fhould be found viol it "ON 
of our ſtatute-laws, an undue ftretch of ni 
nifterial power, his Lordſſüp ſhould not have 
been fo forward in reſting his plea on to vcry 
doubtful a foundation. | 
More than this, we ſhall find, by other 
dublications, vet ah higher <pctancic 8 


2rc lodged 1 in the breaſts of Englifl {3 Papiſts. 
nN U NM > B EZ 
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NUMBER IV. 


A condid enquiry into the cauſes and motives 
of rhe late riots in the province of Munjter, 
za Ireland, by the people called I bite boys or 
Levellers,. 1707. 


The writer of this pamphlet takes notice 
o: this gang of rioters in Munſter having for 
tome years paſt, raiſed many groundleſs jea- 
louſies and fears. He opens the firſt and 
principal cauſe of them, 072. the oppreſſion 
of landholders; who, be fays, do ſtop the 
«© growth of Proteſtantiſm among. us; they 
< keep their tenants poor, to keep them 
<«« ſlaves; they bow down their minds with 
their bodies; they ſuffer no light to one, 
«© nor comfort to the other; it is their intent 
to keep them Papiſts; and the creatures 
„ themſelves have no underſtanding nor 
15 worladly intereſt to become Proteſtants 5.” 
He alſo ſays, „one might be tempted | to 
„think, by comparing 3 that innocent 
i *© Papiſts were hanged in Munſter, becauſe 

* they were Pa apiſts ; - and criminal Diſſenters 
7 cquitted or pardoned in Ulſter, becauſe 
they were Diiſenters ; but never 1 Was 
z partiality more impolitic, ridiculous, or 
unjuſt?” He, however, owns the horrid 
matlacre and rebellion of 1641, as purely 

Fopiſh; but then he ſays, © it was doubtleis 


10 
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at that pe cod; and Scotland had ſet ten 
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encouraged by the troubled ſtate of England 
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24 A Proteſtant Diſſenting Mmiſter's 
“ an example of ſucceſsful rebellion ; and 
“the threats of the Covenanters, with the 
„ promiſes of Cardinal Richlieu, all con- 
« ſpired to foment the black buſineſs '.” 
He reports, that the Iriſh Papiſts had two 
ſeeming occafions offered to oppoſe the go- 
vernments, in 1715 and 1745, but that they 
did not lay hold of thoſe opportunities. 
| And that many, nay moſt, Papiſts may wiſh 
| << a revolution is very poſlible; but there is a 
f great difference between what men would 
„ with done, and what they would attempt 
j © to do®.” This is ſpeaking more ſincerely 
and truly, than Popiſh writers are wont to 
do, when they addreſs Proteſtants. He adds, 
there is one more cauſe, which might put 
„Weapons into the hands of cowards, and 
© make even the loyal, rebellious, viz. po- 
* yerty, the reſult of oppreſſion.” Theſe 
extracts may be of uſe, as a mirror held up 
to the eye of Britiſh oppreſſive landholders. 
One remark is obvious, vag. the Popith prieſts 
in Ireland have the White-boys wholly under 
command, and at their devotion ; ſo that 
Proteſtant jealouſies and fears about them, 


are far from being groundleſs. 
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NuMRBERR V. 
Philth's life of Cardinal Pole briefly men tioned. 


I ſhall but juſt notice this; as it has had 
by other hands many obſervations made my 


it. The manifeſt deſign of that hiſtory, 25, 
to 


i Candid Enquiry, &c. p. 28. k Ibid. p. 29. 
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to inſult and vilify the reformation, to excul- 


pate the bloody reign of Mary, and to blacken 


that of Elizabeth; 2 publication which richly 
deſerves, and I truſt will have, the deteſtation 
of all Proteſtants. A ſingle note in the five 
Letters on ſeveral ſubjefts,;p..102, ſhall ſuffice 
for giving an idea of the author's audacity; - 
ſpeaking « of the Ene glich reformation, Phillips 
ſays, in his 6th Tec 4to. edition, pages 
330, 331, © It inculcated doctrines, Which 
de co-incided with all the corrupt inclinations 
of human nature; their progreſs. has there- 
fore nothing more extraordinary i in it, than 
c that of Mahomet, Ap took the like 
« method. 8 5 

It would grieve a generous W to con- 
template ſo much infatuatian in a biographer ; ; 
who, when he would draw a portrait of the 
reformation, as being full of deformity, pre- 
ſents his e "WEE with the moſt exact features 
of his on corrupt church. The well-diſ- 
cerning Dr. Pye obſerves, that when the 
Roman- catholics at home publiſh and re- 
< publiſh libels againſt the religion of their 
country, and reproach 1 the ſacred name of 
the reformation in every. page, which no 
< Papiſt ſhould dare to diſhonour upon the 
© ifland of Great-Britain: to make this a 
ſeaſon for ſoliciting a farther extenſion of 
the royal favour, would be a moſt glaring 
impropriety: but to advance in their pre- 
*© tenſions upon every Connivance of power ; 


to erect a claim of right upon ſome pre- 
E 6 tended 
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26 A Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter's 
& tended merits with government; to proſe- 
“ cuteſuch claims with an indecent forward- 
„ neſs; and to call every prudent reſtraint 
« upon them by the name of perſecution, 
« ſhews ſuch a turbulence of demeanour, as 
« muſt for ever defeat the mildeſt purpoſes 
© of the legiſlature, and may ſeem to deſerve 


Aa 


« ſome public mark of disfavour b.“ | 
We might well keep in mind the diſ- 
agreement between Phillips's account of the 
Marian barbarities, and that of the author of 
| the Conſiderations on penal laws, the one 
' giving Mary the moſt amiable character, the 
other ingenuouſly acknowledging, that to her 
Janguinary diſpofition, ſhe joined the Spaniſh 
notion, that it is incumbent on man to avenge 
the cauſe of God: which he owns to be a 


miſchievous maxim. 


NUMBER VI. 
 Philtips's Appendix, of 1767. 

What defign this publication has, may be 
ſeen by obſerving to you, that Number III. 
tells us, in what ſenſe the council of Trent 
has declared the Latin vulgate edition of the 
Scripture to be authentic. Of what ſignifi- 
cance can this be to Proteſtants, who have 
never allowed that this council had any au- 
thority, upon which a Chriſtian ſhould form 
his judgment ? Number IV. is to prove the 
licentiouſneſs of Queen Eligabeth's court, in 


order to offer incenſe to bloody Marys. 
Number | © 


b Five Letters, &c. p. 182. 


. to the Clergy, c. 27 


Number V. ſhould ſeem intended to ſhew, that 
non-reſiſtance and paſſive obedience are Popiſh 
principles, which render the prieſt-ridden 
herd amenable to any government: compare 


Brooke's T7 I of the Roman-catholics, &c. 
NUMBER VII. 


A free examination of the common methods em- 


ployed to prevent the growth of Popery, 1766. 
Here J mult again refer to Dr. Pye's re- 
marks. The writers are pertinently denomi- 
nated by him, * diſciples of the biſhop of 
«© Meaux, whole expoſition of the doctrine of 
« the Catholic church, which is ſo much 
« extolled, was a greater miſrepreſentation of 
genuine Popery, than the reformed writers 
cc Tung ever drawn of her : it was but the oc- 
«© cafional accommodation of the tenets of the 
Gallican church to the ſcruples of the poor 
« affrighted Hugonots, many of whom were 
more than half proſelyted before, by the 
« terror of royal edicts, and the threats of a 
* dragoonade.—So far was this work of his 
from being a full refutation of the falſhoods 
4e 2n6 prevarications of weak Proteſtants, 
« that he was in ſuch haſte to convict his 
e antagoniſts of calumniating the creed of his 
* church, as to repreſent her doctrines very 
different from what they really were: and, 
* inſtead of removing, as he pretended, a 
*« hideous viſor, to ſhew her in her natural 
« dreſs, fo varniſhed over her face to hide her 
defects, that her ancient worſhippers did 


1 2 „ 


28 A Proteſtant Difſenting Miniſter's 
« not know her again inſomuch that the doc- 
4c tors of the Sorbonne were much diſpleaſed to 


86 xe Popery in this ſtrange diſguiſe, and 


£ made ſo many ſtrictures upon the firſt im- 


6 preſſion of his book, that he was obliged 
* to ſuppreſs the whole edition, and change 
5 thoſe places that had been marked by them; 
* and to put out a new and more correct im- 
«« preſſion : and yet, after all, Monjieur Imbert, 


« a French eccleſiaſtic of ſome note, was per- 


« ſecuted by the archbiſhop of Bordeaux, and 


„ threatened with chains and impriſonment, 
« for the ſole offence of adhering to the doc- 
5e trine of this famous expoſition.” Dr. Pye 
adds, I cannot paſs over this point without 
* obſerving, that Popery ſeems to have ſlip- 


e ped on the biſhop of Meaux's maſk again, 


and 1s aiming, in that diſguiſe, to get admiſ- 


* fion among us: which, if ever opportunity 
and ſucceſs ſhould encourage her, ſhe 


« would be moſt ready to throw off, and re- 


e ſume that hideous and terrible form in which 


* her own orthodox miniſters are wont to re- 
« preſent her; and in which the elegant French 
* biſhop was ſhocked to look upon her'i.” 
I his eitation perfectly ſuits with the deſign 
of my addreſs : yet ſome farther openings of 
this pamphlet may be made. It is pretended 
to be drawn up by a club of gentlemen of 
free ſentiments; the former part contains 
letters which have appeared in the public pa- 
pers, under the choice ſignatures of Real Free- 
i thinker, 
Pipe Letters, &. p. 14, 15. 
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Letter to the Clergy, &c. 29 
thinker, Citizen of the World, no Smotherer, Im- i 
partial, a Merchant, &c. DiſcourſeII. is to prove 
that Papiſts have no principles of perſecution in 
their church; and yet they own, * that the 
* cognizance and judgment of Hereſy, is un- 
« deritood by eccleſiaſtics to be an indiſpenſ- 
ce able and neceſſary part of their duty and 
«« juriſdiction, which it is no more in their 
* power to reſign and wave, than they can 
the character of prieſthood ©.” They need 
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no other confutation. Dz/courſe III. would 6104 
prove, © that it is a partial and unfair judg- N 
ment to place the perſecution of Queen Wil 
« Mary's reign to religious principle.” And Ill 
here Father Phillips's hiſtory ridicules the idea "Wi 
of notorious cruelties, as Zhread-bare ballads, 1 


and the difmal ditties of a nurſery. The exa- 1 


miners will alſo have it, “that they were alto- [i | ö 
« gether owing to ſuch provocations given to i | f 
<« the queen and her miniſtry, as courts never Wi 
* paſs over without exemplary puniſhment.” ml 
Whatever might be ſaid in excuſe for taking 9 I 
away the life of Lady Jane Grey, of Lord 138 
Dudley her huſband, and of thoſe concerned Ne 
in her coronation; ſuch pretence could not 14. 


operate © in burning five biſhops, one-and- 
twenty divines, eight gentlemen, eighty-four N 
artificers, one hundred huſbandmen, ſervants nh” 
and labourers, twenty-ſix wives, twentywidows/, 
nine virgins, two boys, and two infants : and | 
t is alſo obſervable, the perſecution raged molt 
n Bonner's dioceſe, and in Kent !.“ There was, 

in 
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30 A Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter's 
in truth, no other aſſignable reaſon but that 
of religion. Here again, Iwould, inthe words 
of Dr. Pye, ſay, that ſome extraordinary 
criticiſms on Englith hiſtory appear in this 
tract before us, written with the artifice, 
though, perhaps, not with the pen of xjeſuit ; 
but, in my opinion, ill ſerving to conciliate the 
favour of government to its Popiſh ſubjects in 
the preſent century, by reproaching the me- 
mory of our anceſtry with the baſeſt and moſt 
diſingenuous treatment of them in the paſt; 
and accuſing the readers of hiſtory, of the 
meaneſt credulity to believe, and the writers 
of the moſt ſhameful calumny to relate facts, 
or rather miſrepreſentations of facts, invented 
and propagated by w eak Proteſtants to bring an 
odium on Popery”. Diſcourſe IV. is © to prove 
that the perſecuting ſanguinary laws in Popiſh 
countries againſt Proteſtants, are not owing to re- 
ligious principle.“ Do but give the Papiff leave 
to define perſecution in his own way, and He will 
defend his propoſition: for verily, he ſays, his 
church cannot perſecute; conſequently, op- 
preſſing, torturing, deſtroying heretics, is not 
to perſecute. But here, notwithſtanding all 
his fineſſe, perſecuting ſanguinary laws againſt 
Proteſtants, will remain, in the eyes of all men 
of reaſon and underſtanding, no other than 
perſecuting and ſanguinary laws againſt Proteſ- 
tants, 7. e. againſt them conſidered only as 
Proteſtants; and if fo, the propoſition is charge- 
able with ſuiciſm, as it deſtroys itſelf. 11 
c 


Letter to the Clergy, &c. _ 31 


The examiner pleads great merit in Engliſh 
Papiſts, „from their having been the pur- 
*« chaſers of Britiſh freedom with their blood 
and that they left the ſacred legacy of 
« Magna Charta to their ungrateful children, 
« 7 are unwilling to acknowledge the obli- 

tion; that they are as fond of freedom as 
* 12 and as capable of defending it; 
and that to join Popery to flavery and arbi- 
« trary power, is an outrage to truth, a con- 
« tradiction to experience, and to the hiſtory 
Hof the very nation we live in a.“ This plea 
we find in many Popiſh writings : : here the 
ſorcerer would play off his enchantments ; let 
us examine into them. 


Now hiſtory informs us, that the Church of 


England had nota thorough Popiſhcomplexion 
from the beginning; this corruption of it was 
gradual. In the reign of Henry I. under whom 
the people had the moſt advantageous charter 
of liberty®; Pope Paſchal II. declared in coun- 
cil, ſuch churchmen excommunicate, who 
ſhould do homage to princes o: on which 
decree Anſelm refuſed to homage the kings. 
Now Lord Lyttelton, our noble hiſtorian, tells 
us, it was this very Henry, who allowed of the 
celibacy of the clergy, which the Church of 
England had always refuſed : here is one in- 
ſtance of its beco ming more corrupt. Again, 


Henry II. expreſſſy diſowned the divine autho- 
rity 


m Free Examination, &c. p. 134, 135. 
z Lord Lyttelton's Hiſtory of Henry II. vol. I. p. 99. 


Ibid. p. 104. p Ibid. p. 166. 


— Lord Lyttelton's . &6; Vol. II. p. 135. 


32 A Protdiant Diſenting Miniſter's 
rity of the Pope, when he told the biſhop of 
Chicheſter, <*'that out of regard to the Papal 


authority, which was derived from the mere 


* conceſſions of men, he argued againſt the roy- 


Fal authority, 1157 3, which muſt have been 


«© the opinion of many others at that time. 
Once more, by admitting new doctrines of 


«© Popery, to which the Anglo-Saxon church 
had never aſſented, they farther corrupted the 
« purity of the Chriſtian faith in this ifland *.” 


It; is then a palpable error in any to aſcribe the 
bleſſings of Engliſh liberty to Rome-papal. 
We are no way indebted to Popery for our 
advantageous national original charters ; they 


were granted not only without, but 2gainf 


the conſent of the ſee of Rome. As will more 


Fully appear ; for 


The conteſt ſo bravely carried on by the 


: Barons A. D. 1215, in favour of liberty, was 

in ſpight of the efforts of Rome-papal. Pope 
.* Innocent fell into a ſtrange pation with the 
% Barons, for daring, without conſulting him, 
e to cauſe their king to ſign charters of that 
nature; and in his rage, he ſwore, their 
e raſhneſs ſhould not go unpuniſhed; Day's he 
„ annulled the two charters, and abſolved the 
„ king from his oath: after this, he excommu- 
nicated the Barons. We can then affirm, 


that Britons are not at all. indebted to Popery 


for their great charters of liberty, and there- 
* forc 


T Ibid. p. 154. | Rapin. 


Letter to the Clergy, Ge. 
fore are exculpated from the charge of in- 
gratitude to Papiſts on that account. 


NUMBER VIII. 
An apology for the Catholics of Great- Britain 


and Ireland, humbly offered to the conſideration 
of the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, and both 
Houſes of Parliament, 1768. 


$6. Tris libel on our religion, laws, and 
liberties, openly thrown in the face of Majeſty 
itſelf, will require ſome very careful attention. 
I will endeavour to lay open the infolence of 
the addreſs. The apologiſt ſays, „the Pro- 
« teſtant may affect the {ſpirit of benevolence; 
but his motives, rather purely human, than 
directed to the honour of God, and the 
* ſeeking his glory, ſhew that the character 
* 11] ſuits him. Self-intereſt is the predomi- 
e nant paſſion in the Proteſtant, wherever he 
has found an eſtabliſhment ; and to ſecure 
a this eſtabliſhment, and remove from his 
*© confcience the incumbrance of reſtraint, 
he will perſecute all opponents who dare to 
*« diſpute his pretenſions*.” What can more 
infult and blacken the very character of Pro- 
ſeſtaut? Let us follow him, © the very teſt 
concerning tranſubſtantiation, or that the 
*« facriice of the maſs is idolatrous, is an 
« oath that no ſet of men, in their wits, could 
frame; or they muſt be ſuppoſed immedi- 
© ately inſpired, to be fuch competent and 
* accurate judges of ſcripture, contrary to 


the belief and practice of the Church of 
F | 6c Chriſt 


* Apology, &c. p. 52. 
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14 Prateftant Diſſenting Mini er's b 
< Chriſt in all es.. Tee he libels the 


conſtitution, in its teſt of ſecurity, from the 


graſp of Popiſh talons. Next, you ſhall find 


him burleſquing the only rule of faith, that 


is acknowledged by Proteſtants : © the un- 
happy conſequences of the reformation, and 
ce the perpetual diflentions and diſagreements 
e of the reformed among themſelves, are oW- 
cc ing to nothing more than their aſlerting, 
« that the Scriptures are the only rule of 
« faith, as every private man may underſtand 
c and interpret them *.” This happens to 
be as falſe, as it is rude and indecent ; for no 
factious diſſentions nor diſagreements could 
even poſſibly ariſe from that ſource; and 
wherever there are uncharitable diſagreements, 
it is becauſe they do not ſuffer one another to 
interpret the divine rule for themſelves: this 
is ſo manifeſt a truth, that he do runs may 
read. | 

He willeu nreſervedly and openly tell us, that 
there is no ſalvation but in his on church. It 
is true, Catholics ſay, that there is no ſaving 
c faith . ir own : they have porn 
«« reaſons for believing that their church is 
ce the only * which has preſerved the faith de- 
* livered b by Chriſt to his apoſtles, and by the 
6c apoſtles to their {ac 3 intire and RY 
ce lated : if fo, theirs is the ſaving faith; and 
«if v ithout faith, 2 19171 7 imp 50 file to pleaſe 
© God: conſequence, thoſe that are deſti- 
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Letter to the Clergy, &c. 3 5 | 


ce tion? . Here, without ceremony, he puts us 
into pl Rate of damnation. To keep himſelf 


in countenance, with his Catholic faith, he 


tells you, © that the church, by the power 
* and authority of God committed to her, is 
* to judge of the true ſenſe of his word b.“ 
It you will not believe him, he will attack 
your paſſions, and terrify you with the danger 
which your own church is in from Methodiſts 
and Fanatics on one ide, ame from Deiſts and 
other Infidels on the other: „if ever this 
church was in danger, that Janus does not 
« ſeem. to be far ar The very cauſes of 
«* conſcience that gave room here in England 
« to the reformation, and helped to overturn 
the Catholic religion, threaten the preſent 
© eſtabliſhed church with the like diſſolution.“ 
What remedy does he propoſe ? „There 


* ſeems to be no probable means for it to re- 


e trieve its honour, to revive the true ſpirit of 


«© Chriſtianity, to emerge out of lax diſcipline, 
and to acquire reſpect, conſiſtency, and ſta- 
* bility, than to ſeek an union with the 
Catholic church”. What think you now 
of the expedient ? could ſuch temerity and 
audacity have come from any pen, but that 
of an hardened Papiſt? He will offer his 
reaſons: © we have ſeen molt of the ancient 
Hereſies, condemned by the Catholic church 
before the reformation, revive and bud out 
% anew, in virtue of this rule of faith eſta- 
| F 2 « bliſhed 
An Apology, &c. p. 26, 27 d Ibid. p. 40. 
"ibid, p. 118, 119. 
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36 A Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter“s 

4e bliſhed by the reformation. I do not ſpeak 
ce of mere deiſm; we have, alas] but too many 
here in England not aſhamed of the charac- 


« ter, men dignified in church and ſtate : 


* ſuch are the bleſſings of the goſpel liberty 
* of the reformation, and ſuch its moſt delecta- 
* ble fruits *:” thus perpetually aſperſing the 
reformation, becauſe of 3 its aſſerting the rights 
of conſcience, to which his own church is an 
implacable enemy. But we can preſume to 
tell him, the very Hereſies he mentions were 
not a whit the leſs amiable and excellent 
proofs of the liberty of the Chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion, becauſe of their being condemned by his 
church. Not one of them, however extra- 
vagant, can be ſhewn to have departed from 
the goſpel rule further than Popery has done; 
and ſo long as men are truly religious, they 
muſt and will form a judgment for themſelves | 
of the divine rale. For an apoſtle could fay, 
it mu? needs be that there be her efies among you, 
0. they which are approved may be made mant- 
je 

Would you know what will be the advan- 
tages your church is to gain by the return of 
Popery ? he ſhall tell you in one word, you 
will then become good Catholics. © Now you 
*« muſt know the part of a good Catholic, is 
to labour ſtrenuouſly in the vineyard of the 
Lord, and to he vigilant in rooting up every 
fick, weak, or corrupt plant, and in crop- 


ping off every rotten or uſeleſs branch: all 
«© abutes 


. 7 | 
d Apology, &c. p. 40. 


Letter to the Clergy, Sc. 37 


_ © abuſes and corruptions, and errors in point 
of faith and doctrine, are of this kind, 


e at not planted by God, ſhould be 


rooted up ©.” The bleſſed employment of 
our former Popiſh biſhops, ſuch as the exe- 
crable Gardiner, author of the bloody ſtatute, 
15393 and Bonner, a like ſavage murderer ; 
with them, you may have the pleaſure of 
roaſting heretics wherever you find them. 

He ſhall next point out your obligation to 
embrace Popery. © It has been always 
*£ judged neceſſary (though princes now ſeem 
to decline all thoughts of ſo ſalutary an 
intention), that there ſhould be between 
them, not ſo much an impartial chief, as 
an wmver/al father of the whole family of 
*« Jeſus Chriſt, who might decide their dif- 


« ferences, moderate by his counſels the vio- 


© lence of thoſe who have engaged in unjuſt 


c enterprizes, and unite their power and 
arms for guarding the faith from the at- 


ce tempts of its natural enemies f. Here he 


ſeems more immediately to addreſs the prince 
on the Britiſh throne; who may eaſily know 
what have been the bleſſed effects of the 
Pope's headſhip : for no leſs than fifteen or 


ixteen emperors, kings and princes, were 


deprived and depoſed by a ſuccefſion of popes, 
from Zachary I. who depoſed Childerick, 
king of France, to Martin V. who declared, 
the duke of Lithuania ſinned mortally, 7 be 
kept 

* An Apology, &C. p. 44. f Ibid. p. 139. 
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38 A Proteflant Diſſeuting Miniſter's 


kept his faith with heretics; add Pope Paul V. 
=T by his bull, April 4, 1613, ſolemnly ana- 


ET all Huſſites, Wickliffites, Luthe- 


rans, Zuinglians, Calviniſts, Hugonots, Ana- 
baptiſts, &c. 

To prevent any ſuſpicion of a diflike to 
his paternal authority, he very inconſiſtently 
and abſurdly fays, the Pope may have a 
* power over conſcience, but not over their 
« ſtates and the authority they have reccived 
5 from God, for governing them *.” I know 
not how it may lie in the mind of any prince; 
but this is but a thin gilded covering to a very 
poiſonous pill. A power over conſcience will 
make every prince who pays that homage, be- 


come, to all intents and purpoſes, the vailal 


of Rome-papal. However, he will have his 
papa to be made head, prince, king, and 
ſhepherd of the people, in virtue of his being 
St. Peter's ſucceſſorb. Now I deny that St. 
Peter ever was ſuch a chief paſtor. So far 
from being an univerſal biſhop, he is never 
once diſtinguiſhed, but by being an apoſtle of 
the circumiion. St. Paul had a much wider 
province than he, as he was apoſtle of the un- 
circumciſion : and much more is ſaid of his 
labours, than of St. Petcr's': we alſo have far 
more of his epiſtles in the facred canon. And 


ſo far from St. Paul's owning any ſuperiority 


in St. Peter, he withſtood him to the face, be- 
cauſe he was to be blamed; and therefore 
could not be infallible, As to St. Peter's having 

the 


E An Apology, &c. p. 141. Ibid. p. 1345 135: 


Letter to the Clergy, SW. 39 
the keys, it was evidently no other than his 
frit opening the door of the goſpel kingdom, 
by preaching the doctrine of the reſurrection 
to the Jews and ſome Gentiles. The Pope's 
claim of ſucceſſion is then extremely abſurd 
and idle; for admit he derives from St. Peter 
all his apoſtolic power, he can be no other 
than an apoſtle of the circumciſion. ' 

Our apologi/t likewiſe, gives himſelf great 
airs in the affair of Henny VIIIth's divorcing 
Queen Catherine; which cannot in the leaſt 
affect the cauſe of the reformation. And of 
all writers, it little becomes the pen of a 
Papiſt to. take ſuch liberties, who might 
know, that the moſt notoriouſly vile and abo- 
minable characters have often filled the chair 
of St. Peter at Rome. | 

He likewiſe arrogates the name of Catholic. 
Truly a very unrighteous claim. And he 
likewiſe has the effrontery to affirm of his 
church, © that perſecution cannot be im- 
«« puted to her; for the univerſal ſpirit of be- 
„ nevolence, that diſplays itſelf in her ſenti- 
% ments, excludes from her every idea of the 
„ kind',” TI ſhall fay little to this at preſent, 
becauſe it will come into conſideration hy and 
by, under another Popiſh publication: only I 
might aſk, where it is the Proteſtant can diſ- 
cover the diſplay of her univerſal ſpirit of be- 
nevolence ? Whether it be in the cruel Marian 
execution; in the Pariſian maſlacre ; the Iriſh 
maſſacre; the bloody maſſacre of 165 5 fe 
| | the 


In Apology, &c. p. 52, 
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the valleys of Piedmont ; or in the holy i inqui- 
ſition? By Catholic, can be underſtood no- 
thing more, when applied to the Papal church, 


than her love of herſelf; for ſhe damns all that 


difter from her. 

The apologiſt moreover takes great offence 
at the late enquiry after the number of Papiſts 
in this kingdom: he denies that any exactneſs 
can be obſerved in taking their number ; 
though, he ſays, it may ſerve, by“ rendering 

the oaths of ſuch as are known, and could 
« not eſcape the enquiry, to proceed againſt 
« them on any emergency, and all at once, 
* as Popith recuſants : yet we hope the na- 
<« tion is not ſo deſtitute of ſober, thinking, 


«© humane, and upright men, who will not 


* be aſhamed to plead our cauſe : we only 
“ want a withdrawment of the penal laws, 


„ a toleration of our religious worſhip, with 


« a few other immunities and privileges k.“ 
What theſe are, I do not well know ; though 


he ſays, thoſe particulars he will endeavour to 


illuſtrate in the next chapter. 

The next chapter is entitled, “ the expe 
diency of making the Catholics good ſub- 
jects: wherein I find nothing, except that 
of the Church of England's ſeeking a union 
with the Catholic church ; which finiſheth 
with a promiſe of a ſcheme he has long 
thought of for effecting fo ſalutary an end, 
which he purpoſes, ſome time or other, to 


make public. And he tells us, “ the govern- 
66 ment 


& An Apology, &c. p. 103. 
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c ment and ſubjects of England will thereby 


ebe ſo ſecured, in independency, that no en- 
« croachmentin any reſpec, of the ſee of Rome 
« on them, can be apprehended from the 
« union : and yet the ſee of Rome will have 
« reaſon to be well pleated and contented l.“ 

What the independency is on the ſee of 
Rome, both of the government and people, 
which 1s to be ſecured by an union of the 
Church of England with the Papal church, 
I pretend not to ſay. But that the ſcheme 
will be ſo agreeable to the fee of Rome, can- 
not be any recommendation of it to a Proteſ- 
tant. The more inſinuating ſoporific, you have 
in the following piece of ade ce it is true, 
« the number and power of Engliſh, Scotch, 
« and Irith catholics, are ſo trifling, compared 
« with the Proteſtant ſtrength, that they may 
ebe treated with the contempt David expreſ- 
« ſes of his own infignificancy to Saul; after 
« whom 1s the King of 1 4 -ael come out ? after 
&* whom doeft thou purſue ? after a dead dog: uf 
ter a flea? 1 Sam. xxiv. 14. Yes, the ap- 

c pellation of dead dogs and fleas may well 
„ ſuit them, they have no longer any force 
left to think of making oppoſition ; neither 
© are their minds ſo haughty as to Prei 
they are of any account n.“ 

Does he think thus to lull us aſleep, and 
take us off our guard ? no Proteſtant, in his 
ſenſes, will be deceived by him. We are led 


to ſuſpect ſome horrid miſchief e un- 
G der 


| Apology, p. 120. m Ibid. p. 105, 106. 
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der this jeſuitical addreſs. <© However, he 
* adds, the advice is always good, and 
may be ſupported from ſeveral teſtimonies 
gh of hiſtory, that no enemy whatever ought 
eto be held in a very contemptible light; at 
% {ome time or other he may find an oppor- 
* tunity to retaliate and obey the dictates of 
revenge. The Britiih and Irith catholics, 


though helpleſs in themſelves, claim a fra- 


eternity with many other reſpectable bodies 
„of men throughout all Europe, who, doubt- 
« lefs, would reſent their farther ill treat- 
ment”. | 
This is a kind of menace: and here the 
ungrateiul man ſpeaks of farther ill treat- 
ment, as intimating, 20 are now Till- treated; 
and yet he is not able to produce one Popiſh 
government under the heavens, that gives its 
Proteſtant ſubjects half ſo good m ent, as 
Papiſts enjoy under the Britiſh government, 
Fearleſs of all Popiſh menace, we 9 hope 
that ſome ſalutary law may be enacted, that 
ſhall more effectually prevent the growth of 


Popery in theſe kingdoms. Here I am led 


to produce a las from a late writer, who 
lays, that the upper part of your clergy 
« have already done what they could. That 
5 where Prieſts have been buſy, warnings 
« have been ſent to them or their patrons, 
«« that proceeding to give trouble will not be 
Safe: if theie have been Gilregarded, appli- 
cation has been me = to the neighbouring 

"00 ] juſtices 
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* juſtices to exert their authority againit 
« them. This is all that clergymen, of 
" whatever rank they are, can do, except by 
* public and private inſtruction. In the pre- 
& {ent age, multitudes will attend neither : 
<< and in arge pariſhes numbers may be per- 
verted, one after another, without a poffi- 
« bility of a miniſter's knowing it; as the 
« firſt direction is, to have no recourſe to 
% him. All biſhops, as far as I am able 
c to learn, charge their clergy to do what 
* they can in this reſpect; 1 in general 
« they do it, perhaps as much as ever, where 


ec there 18 need*.” 


What then, could no more have been done 
by your biſhops, who have ſeats in the Houſe 
of Lords ? Had they been pleaſed, they ſurely 
might have procured ſome falutary law to re- 
{train the growth of ſo formidable an evil. 
4 ſince the apologi , as well as ſome other 
of the Popiſh writers have, without any re- 

2rve, confeſſed the hoſtile deſtructive deſign 
they love upon our conſtitution, and acknow-. 
"cdged that fixed, implacable enmity which 
Popery has to the Protcftant ſyſtem, we Can- 
not doubt, but that the Lords fpiritual will 
UNanumonu 111 and inſtantly empioy their atten- 
tions with a truly pious and patriotic zeal, to 
the end of ſecuring us from the ravaging, 
nercileſs hands of that peſtilent profeſl 10n. 
For aſſuredly, not any thing could ever De 
© go more 
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44 A Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter's 
more provoking, than the propoſal of reduc-_ 
ing the moſt powerful branch of the reforma- 
tion (and on which all foreign Proteſtants, 
who live under Popiſh governments, have ſo 
much dependence for protection and ſuccour), 
to ſo vile and ignominious a ſubjection to the 
ſee of Rome, that moſt deteſtable uſurpati- 
on! What a contemptible wretched figure 
are we preſented with, even whilſt a Papiſt is 
recommending to us the enflaving homage. 
«© A pope, cur apologiſt will tell us, ſhould 
be attentive to nothing but the ſpiritual 
te welfare of the faithful in general; all other 
ce avocations degrade the dignity of the pon- 
< tiff and holy father*.” Nevertheleſs, when 
he ſpeaks of him as what he is, he owns him 
N ſordid and ſelfiſh, and acting out of his ſphere 
| in the affair of Queen Elisabeth: his words 
are theſe; the pope had already taken 
« his meaſures, and he too had his intereſt to 
ce ſerve?.” And yet, that before the introduc- 
tion to Proteſtantiſm, ©* the pope was held by 
« all Chriſtian princes, to be the vicar of Jeſus 
| *« Chriſt on earth, in quality of his being the 
if « ſucceſſor of St. Peter, the prince of the 
N * apoſtles, as he was alſo reputed the com- 


| « mon father of all the faithful, and the ar- 
i _ « hitrator, umpire, and mediator, of all the 
j differences of princes among themſelves, and N 
1 « with their ſuvjects?.” From hence it a- 


M pears, that before the reformation, the dig- 
nity of the holy father was univerſally de- 
4 8 graded, 
* Apology, p. 76. p Ibid. p. 72. 4 Ibid, p. 70. 
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graded, by his intermeddling i in other things 


beſides what are ſpiritual ; nor has it ever 
been otherwiſe with his holineſs. 

The apologiſt ſcruples not to lay very foul 
hands on what he calls the grand and favourite 
article of the Church of England's creed, vis. 
the REGAL SUPREMACY, of which he thus 
reproachfully ſpeaks, „this is truly more an 
c emanation from the caprice of princes on 
* one ſide, and the baſe flattery of the ſubject 
* on the other, than the work and appoint- 
ment of God.“ Elizabeth, ſays he, that 
founder and ſupreme head of the Church of 
England under Chriſt ; that perſecutrix of 
the Catholics, that deſtroyer of their reli- 
gious worſhip, was therefore only a Proteſ- 
tant in outward appearance *.” This is a 
very ſtrange inference drawn from the pre- 
miſes; but Popiſh writers know how to recon- 
cile contradictions: however, the ſneer on the 
head of the Church of England is with a 
very ill grace, when the head of his own 
chucrh is paying ſupreme homage to a dead 
woman, and has enjoined ſuch liturgy on all 
bis devoted vaſſals. A female head of the 
Church of England under Chriſt, is not ſuch 

: flagrant abſurdity, as a female head of a 
chu above Chriſt. Shame and confuſion 
Hould cover all Popiſh writers who affect to 
* n a female head of the Engliſh Proteſtant 
-nurch, that never preſumes upon ſuch 1dol- 
trons homage, as Papiſts pay to a dead 

woman. 

Apology, p. 64. Ibid; p. 86. 
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woman. Let their Ave-maries henceforth 
ftrike them dumb, and fall them all with con- 
tution. 

We can no otherwiſe account for theſe 
freedoms, than by ſuppoſing our apologiſt has 
caiculated the ſtrength of his forces, and has 
concluded (I truſt in God), too haſtily, upon 


our weakneſs and infatuation. 


Some firidtures 5 ihe propoſals made by the 
. apologift, for an union of the Church of Eng- 
land with the Church of Rome. 


&, Hex tells you, Gentlemen, or rather the King 
and both Houles of Parliament, that archbiſhop 
Wake failed in his ſcheme with the doctors 
of the Sorbenne ; and fays, they ſhould have 
referred the matter immediately to the ſee 
*« of Rome; and, that as the Church of Eng- 
land agrees in almoſt all the fundamentals 
*« and eſſentials of faith with the Catholics, 
* the negotiation would perhaps have proſ- 
% pered*.” The benefits he would have you 
expect, are theſe, © it is the only means to 
«© retrieve the honour of the Church of Eng- 
land, to revive the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 
* to emerge out of lax diſcipline, and to ac- 
« quire reſpect, conſiſtency, and ſtability *.” 
The Church of England, as Proteſtant, has 
now the reputation of being the moſt honour- 
ed of any civil church eſtabſi ſament in Europe, 


having, for her head, a prince, the moſt ex- 
tenſively 


| Letter to the Clergy, &c. 47 


tenſively had in reverence of all potentates in 
the world, whole ſeeptre dares not touch the 
rights of conſcience; it being under the direc- 
tion and limitation of law. Whereas ſhouldyou 
exchange your illuſtrious head for that of the 
Papal uſurpation, you would then have THE 
MAN OF sIN for your ſupreme head, that 
moſt matchleſs impoſtor, whoſe pride is ſuch, 

as to be exalted above all that is called God and 


700% hipped { Wo preſumes tO give law to 


N and to take away that liberty 
wherewith God and Chriſt have made the 
Chriſtian free. As to reviving the ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity by that propoſed union, you would 
proteſ] edly ſuppreſs and ſubdue that ſpirit, 
which is a ſpirit of truth, of peace, and love, 
and of a ſound mind: for, inſtead of tolerating 
and countenanicing men who differ from you 
in the modes of their religious profeſſion, 
you would anathematize, perſecute, and de- 
troy. The next pretended advantage, 1s that 
of emerging out of lax diſcipline. This mean- 
eth, the exciting you to ſit in judgment upon 
the opinions of others, and exerciſing what 
Popery would call the apoſtolic rod. Whereas, 
it is truly your glory to avoid fitting in judg- 
ment upon one another, and what has been 
alto the glory of the Hanover-family, oo at 
tne head of your church, not to ſuffer 2 
convocation of clergy to undertake the dit 
ciplinarian's office: hence it is, that the 
Unitari jan is as much unmoleſted as the Trini- 
tarian, the Arminian as the Calviniſt, and your 


church 
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48 A Proteflant Diſſenting Minifter”s 
church remains in peace. In truth, none but 


an apoſtle could inflict any bodily puniſhment 
on the offending Chriſtian ; which he only | 


did by virtue of his miraculous gift, and in 


an age too, when it would not have been ſafe 
to have referred any of the Chriſtian profeſ- 
ſor's irregularities to the cognizance of the 
civil magiſtrate; as was manifeſtly the caſe of 
the incgſtuous perſon. How unfit would it 
have been, to have committed him to the 
civil magiſtrate for correction, when ſuch ir- 
regularities between the ſexes were common 
and under his connivance? It is a fine ob- 
ſervation of Lord Lyttelton's; © very dangerous 
« it was, in an age when the church was fo 
« extremely corrupted, for princes to ſuffer 
« thoſe great cabals of eccleſiaſtics that were 
« dignified with the name of general coun- 
&« cils*.” And Dr. Wake has oblerved, the 
„ certainty of revelation, the authority of the 
holy ſcriptures, and the common avowed 
5 principles of religion, render it not only 
“ needleſs, but abſurd for a ſynod to be calle 0 
eto debate over again the fundamentals ot 
All e that diſturb the 
peace, and all principles which ſubvert the 
civil conſtitution, are properly cognizable by 
the civil magiſtrate : but the minds of ined 
in all matters of religion, are under the cog- 
nizance of no earthly tribunal. So that the 

| relaxation 

x Hiſtory of Henry II. vol. II. p. 345. 


See Wake's Authority of iftis n Princes, p. 310 
311. 
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relaxation of diſcipline is greatly to the ho- 
nour of the Church of England. As for her 
acquiring reſpect, conſiſtency, and ſtability, ano- 
ther pretended advantage, ſhould ſhe ſeek it 
in an union with the Church of Rome, ihe 
mult fail of her end; for that church, in the 
eye of truth and of God, is abſolu tely void of 
theſe venerable poſſeſſions. You, the clergy, 
mutt then ſubmit to an unnatural, arbitrary 
antichriſtian prohibition ; and to prove your 
greater ſanctity, you muſt trample upon the 
creat law of creation, as expounded by St. 

Paul, le, every man have His own wije, and every 
Woman have her own huſband : inſtead of this, 
you may much rather lye with other mens 
wives and daughters. If you think this will 
give your church greater reſpect, conſiſtency, 
or itability ; then you ſhould embrace Popery, 
which patronizes 7hat dectrine of demons. 

Or will you appear at all improved in your 
Chriſtian profeſſion, by your begging the 
interceſſion of ſaints as good and profitable? 
or in your uſe of indulgences for mitigating 
* temporal puniſhment? or in retaining of 
images and paintings, for the purpoſes of 
© decorating your churches, and as memorials 
of the triumphs of Chriſt and of his ſaints ? 
or in cultivating a veneration of the relics 
of ſaints? in an idolatrous worthip of the 
virgin? in prayers for the dead? in pil- 


£6 


grimages and pennances: or will your 0 
iering up the ſacrifice of the m 
of your Chriſtianity ?” 


11 


als, be any 


It ſhould 
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appear, that by the propoſed union, you will 
be in the very condition of ſuch whom St. 
Peter deſcribes, who after they have known the 


way of righteouſneſs, turn from the holy com- 


mandiment ; to whom it happens according to the 
true proverb e the dog is turned to his own vomit 
again; and the ſow that was waſhed, to her 
wwallowing in the mire. 

The apologiſt would likewiſe fain reconcile 
his majeſty to the parting with or quitting his 
headſhip of your church, by telling him, 
that Queen Elizabeth was only a Proteſ- 
tant in appearance: that James I. had no 
mean opinion of the doctrinal tenets and 
morality of Catholics : that Charles I. was 
well pleaſed with them: that Charles II. was 
ſenfible the Catholics were his beſt and moſt 
cordial friends; and died too in the boſom of 


| the Catholic church“. He might have 


added, that the Proteitant does juſtly attribute 
to that infatuation, all the great infelicities 
which attended the reigns of the Stuarts over 
a free people, whom they would gladly have 
enflaved. His preſent majeſty muſt tremble at 
the thought of the pope's ſovereignty over him! 
the 1dea is horrid and tremendous to Britons! 


N uMBER IX. | 
Thoughts, efſays, and maxims, "chiefly religious 
and political, by Charles Howard, Ejq; 1768. 

§ 8. ArTER what has been laid before 
vou, Gentlemen, reſpecting Popiſh publications 
which 
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which are profeſſedly in defence of that ſuper- 
ſtition, I take the liberty of offering ſome re- 
marks on this performance, written by the 
heir apparent to the duke of Norfolk. His 


thoughts, &c. make their appearance in the 


looſe flowing mantle of leiſure-hours amuſe- 
ment, and yet fail not to repreſent Popery, not 
only as genuine Chriſtianity, but as the very 
beſt edition of the Chriſtian religion. 
His thoughts on per/ecution deſerve notice; 
hy talks of moſt religions, when powerful, 
* as having perſecuted +,” a ſalvo for his 
own : but we deny that the Chriſtian religion 
has ever perſecuted; it 18 impoſſible it ſhould. 
As well might it be ſaid, that truth, when 
powerful, can expreſs falſehood ; or that what 
is eternally unchangeable, ſhould alter its very 
nature from adventitious circumſtance. A 


mighty fanciful reaſon is aſſigned by our 


author, why * perſecution muſt be wrong in a 
**© Roman=-catholic, viz. becauſe he aſſerts, 
that his church 1s infallible ; therefore all 
force or perſecution to ſupport it by undue 
influence or intereſt, is ſuperfluous, and 
** tends only to compel men to profeſs what 
85 they do not believe.“ But if this be a 

reaion why a Roman-catholic muſt be wrong 
in perſecuting, it ſhould always effectually 
prevent his church from perſecuting ; or it 
he is ever known to perſecute, as ſhe 1s then 
known to do what is wrong, ſhe cannot be 
intallible; unleſs doing wrong and being in- 


3-3 fallible 


Thoughts, Eſſays, &c. p. 10. 
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e2 A Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter's 
fallible are compatibles. But if to perſecute 
or compel men to profeſs what they do not 
believe be doing wrong, his church has al- 
ways been doing wrong; for whenever and 
wherever ſhe had power, ſhe has always per- 
ſecuted. Here I expect he will be inclined 
to deny ſhe has ever perſecuted ; and to affirm 
too that ſhe cannot, as we have found his 
breoren declaring in their defences of Po- 
pery b. Here he alſo would avail himſelf of 
his church' s infallibility: for ſhould ſhe 
chuſe to torture or maſſacre an hundred thou- 
ſand heretics, or put them into the inquifition, 
elſe into galleys and priſons; thoſe are but 
2ho.efome feverities. And ſuch has been her 
care of the ſalvation of heretics, that when 
the has once terrified them into the right faith, 
ſhe has inſtantly diſpatched them, leſt they 
ſhould have relapſed ; in like manner as ſhe 
did Cranmer, upon his abjuration, in the 2 
year of his age, and the 23d of his primac 
It is Bucher matter of pleaſantry to . 
how our author diſtinguiſhes the reaſon of the 
vrong, in the Roman-catholic ; and that of 
the wrong in the Proteſtant: in the 1 
it is proved by his churches infallibility; ii 
the latter, the wrong is proved from his pro 
feſſing liberty of conſcience. As the reaſons 
are ſo: diſtinguiſhable he virtually owns, that 
liberty of conicience does not, cannot beiong 
to the Popith profeſſion. f 
0 


t Apology, p. 52. Free Examination, Diſcourſe II. &c. 
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So when he ſpeaks of the recantation of 


Papiſts in Ireland, he tells us, © it is there 
called ſwallowing the ſcorpion ; their inter- 
nal happineſs is ſo much affected thereby, 

their future hopes being deſtroyed, that by 
« way of diſſipation, or, if I may be allowed 
the expreſſion, by way of flying from them- 
< ſelves, they are hurried into every pleaſur- 
able vice*.” Methinks here is ſomething 
In this account that is not only arrogant, but in 
very truth impertinent ; for his idea is, that 
quitting Popery 1s quitting all hopes of happi- 
neſs: no falvation is to be had any where elle. 

He mult allow me to ſay, this is no leſs than 
arrogant. And the impertinence will be as 
glaring, from his repreſentation of them as 
ging from themſelves; for as much as it is 
indiſputably plain, from the very nature of 
the Popith profeſſion, that no Papiſt remaining 
ſuch, can be himſelf; becauſe he reſigns his 
reaſon, underitanding, and ſenſes to his prieſt, 

or to the church ; conſequently, it muſt be a 
manifeſt impropriety and impertinence to re- 
port him as flying from himſelf, by renounc- 
ing Popery: the thing is, in fact, utterly ab- 
ſurd and impracticable 


Of the French nation our eſſayiſt obſerves, 


they have the moſt decent public worſhip in 
their churches; and that France will be the 
laſt nation that will ceaſe to be Roman-catho- 
lic; alſo, that their government ſeems the 
beſt calculated of any, when well adminiſtred, 


for 


Thoughts, Eſſay s, &c. p. 11. 
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for their happineſss: an high compliment 
paid to abſolute monarchy. But every way 
in character for the pen of a Papiſt. It muſt 
be owned, his ſatire on the Engliſh is very 


juſt, when he ſays, their imitation of the 
French extends to their foibles and follies..” 
Speaking of the Engliſh, Scotch, and 
Iriſh, he ſays, the name Proteſtant, in- 
& cludes all denominations of Chriſtians, ex- 
* cept the Greek church and the Armenians, 
« with all their diviſions and ſubdiviſions, 
% that have ſprung from the /ubtlety and 
« vanity of mani,” A wonderfully fine en- 
comium on the Proteſtant name and reli- 
gion. But pray whence ſprung his church, 
if it did not from the /uvtlety and vanity of 
man? if he can prove it had any other origi- 
nal, he ſhall have the honour of being the 
beſt advocate that ever yet appeared for 
Popery. 
To give us ſome openings of his political 
ſentiments, he emblazons ſeveral characters. 
ce the Duke of Marlborough, he tells us, was 
brought over to the intereſt of the Stuart 
family: for it was now paſt doubt, that 
« Queen Anne had a very ſerious intention 
« of having HER BROTHER upon the throne 
« of England after her death*.” And more- 
over, he remarks, that if the duke of Ber- 
£ wick was, directly or indirectly, the means 
& of gaining his uncle over to that 5 
66 8 
s Thoughts, Eſſays, &c. p. 35. e Ibid. p. 40. 
f Ibid. p. 41. g Ibid. p. 115. A 


Letter to the Clergy, oO. 5 8 
« he more effectually ſerved it, than that raſh, 
«. mock army of unhappy gentlemen, who 
« were taken priſoners at Preſton, in 1715, 
« had it in their power to do®.” Even of that 
moſt powerful and moſt miſchievous enemy 


to the Proteſtant cauſe, and intereſting liber- 
ties of mankind, I mean Lewis XIV. of 


France, he is pleaſed to affirm, that except 
his being too much governed by a ſet of prieſts, 
his character was great and moſt noblei. 
Again, having referred to the honours 
which the duke of Ormond had received from 


King William and Queen Anne, he tells us, 


<« that at the ſame time he had taken the oath 
of allegiance and abjuration, he encouraged 

« Jacobitiſm ;- and, among his friends, pro- 
« feſſed himſelf the greateſt friend and ad- 
« herent to the houſe of Stuart*.” He owns 
indeed this was a weakneſs ; yet adds, * that 
«© when he was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, he 
* occaſioned many of the penal laws againſt 
«< Catholics: but then, this was not honeſt or 

« orateful, becauſe it was hurting thoſe who 
ce were his beſt friends.” 

What were his views in theſe deli 
what end they are to ſerve, may well be left to 
the judgment of thoſe his readers, who do but 
keep in mind what he ſays of Queen Anne 
and HER BROTHER. 

We will next take a view of what he ays on 


religion. It is not, he tells us, his intention, to 


| enter 
b Thoughts Eſſays, &c. p. 111. * Ibid. p. 179. 
k Ibid. p. 120. | 
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enter into all the diviſions and ſubdiviſions 
which have occaſioned ſo much harm to 
chriſtendom : he ſhall only ſay, that the 
te the belief of any ſet of men, who by their 
* doctrine teach the pureſt morality, chaſtity, 
* anduniverſal benevolencetotheirneighbours, 
% ſeems the beſt to live and die in. Theſe 


t tenets are the moſt forcibly inſtilled in the 


e mind, by inſtructions from the Chriſtian re- 
e ligion, whoſe profeſſors live in charity with 
* all others, and leave them to the judgment 
* of the omniſcient, merciful and juſt God n.“ 
Could this writer prove that the Popiſh pro- 
feſſion has any claim or title to this deſcripti- 
on, it would juſtly deſerve the name of 
Chriſtian. But alas! to my underſtanding, 
he has not ſo much as the ſhadow of a ſingle 
evidence that is with him. Popery exhibits a 
quite different, a reverſe complexion. 
Among his maxrms, this is one, © the my(- 
te teries of religion are beyond the compre- 
« henſion of a human creature; therefore, 
te probably, not explained to man, in order to 
« keep him in a proper ſtate of humiliation and 
c ſubmiſſion to the divine will of Almighty 
% God".” It is poſſible our author may 
have ſome ſort of dark meaning ; but ſurely 
that lurking duſky idea muſt be as incom- 
prehenſible as the myſtery itſelf can be. And 


we challenge him and all mankind to prove, 


that what is beyond the comprehenſion of man, 


ſhould be any part of his religion, However, 
8 | It 


= Thoughts, Eſſays, &c. p. 575 68. n Ibid. p. 76. 
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it is probable, that he intended it ſhould be 
a cover to veil h anjubſtantiation, and to juſtify 
his worſhip of the hoſt. But had he underſtood 
the nature of true faith or believing, he would 
never have formed the above abſurd maxim : 
for true faith, when a religious exertion of the 
mind, does always ſuppoſe, that we ſee the 
evidence of thoſe things which we believe ; 

there muſt be arguments and proofs every 
way proper to render the propoſition worthy 
of our credit. Faith, /ays the great LoCKE, 
6 18 nothing but a firm aſſent of the mind: 

Vhichif it he regulated, as it is our duty, can- 
« not be afforded to any thing but upon good 
* reaſon, and ſo cannot be oppoſite to it. 
He that believes, without having any rea- 
* {on for believing, may be in love with his 
© 0wn fancies ; but neither ſeeks truth as he 


* ought, nor pays the obedience due to his 


8 maker, who would have him uſe thoſe 


e diſcerning faculties he has given him to 


23. 


* keep him out of miſtake and error”. 
Myſtery and revelation, like darkneſs —_ 
ght, do abſolutely exclude and annihilate 
cach other: or, as Dr. James Foſter expreſſed 
himſelf, where myſtery begins, religion chic. An 
apothegm, which Alexander Pope, our Engliſh 
verifier, has rightly recorded. 
In truth, Mr. Howard admits, .** that they 
«© under the light of nature, who were ſincere 
£ * and acted to the beſt of their knowleoge, 
muſt have been acceptable to the God of 
1 « the 


m Locke's Works, vol. I. b. iv. ch. 17. § 24. 


— — LAS 


— 


K , — — _ | _ 
D — — gon — wrn — 
— —— — — —— — Py — — — 
3 — — * — 22 9 . r rr * 
er EO . - ae 8 ———— . — 


— 


— RR 2 ** — — — 
— 34 Arg 2 2 r 
— — : 
— — 5 


8 AProtęſtant Diſſenting Minijter's 


« the world; for it is not conſiſtent with 


5 the infinite attributes: of the Almighty to 


“ puniſh man for what he did not really 

&© know, or had not from his fituation in life 
ce the power to be informed of. It cannot 
then be at all confiſtent with the infinite 
perſections of the God of the world, to lay 
his creature man under any obligation to be- 
lieve that, concerning which, he has no 
power of information. Inexplicable myſtery. 
will not ſo much as admit of the exerciſe of 
any of his diſcerning faculties : for, verily no 
afſent of the mind. nor conſent of the heart 
can be employed upon it. And allow me to 
oblerve, it ſo happens, that no one myſtery is 
ever 1 in the New Teſtament, in 
which faith has any concern, but what is 
revealed or made manifeſt: ſuch, for example, 
as the myſtery of godlineſs; and that of the 


Gentiles being called to goſpel- privileges. 


In another maxim our author acknowledges 
divine homage to be due to the prieſt 
Every prieſt ought, and is from his profeſ- 
5 ſion, to be treated as a gentleman, con. 
« ſidered as the ambaſſadorof God Almighty“. 
This combination of ideas, ſeems to me, 
ſtrange and uncommon „ to be treated as 0 
gentleman, confidered as the 4 rmbaſſador of God 

Almghiy®. Now a gentleman, is a man of 


555 th, extraction, though 7 797 noble. So our 
Lexicographers. I This renders it ſomevehat 
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Heward's idea. But this I leave as I find it: 
and do openly deny to any prieit or prieſts, the 


ityle or title of an amba//ador or ambaſſadors of 


God Almighty. It could only belong to 


apoſtles and rege; men who were at 
firſt to proclaim the heavenly meſſage of 
pardon and peace to mankind! men who 
had the ineſtimable treaſure perſonally com- 
mitted to them, by divine immediate inſpira- 
tion. But when once the goſpel meſſage was 
committed to writing, the ſacred canon pub- 
liſhed, and the apoff es had finiſhed their la- 
be CUTS, none after them had ſuch an entruſtment 
of the divine treaſure lodged perſonally in or 
with them. It is cherefore to pay undue 
honours to look upon prieſts, in after-times, as 
God's ambaſladors. 

Notwithſtanding this writer ſpeaks in ſuch 
very exalted terms of prieſts, we are to obſerve, 
he exprefly owns, that both James II. and 
Lewis XIV. were too much governed by 
theme. Very poſſible it is, that Pope Paſcal's 
decree may have inſpired Mr. Howard with 


this extravagant reverence of prieſts; for we 


are told, he excommunicated all church-men 


who ſhould do homage to princes ; becauſe, 
laid he, „it is an b thing that thoſe 
«© hands which have received ſuch eminent 

power, above what had been granted to 
© angels themſelves, as by their miniſtry to 


create God, the creator of all, and offer 


up the ſame God, before the face of God 
1 461 


? Thoughts, Eſſays, p. 111. 
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; truly is but a diſagrecable ſymptom. 
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« the Father, for the redemption and ſalva- 


tion of the whole world, ſhould deſcend to 


* ſuch ignominy, as to be put in ſign of ſub- 
jection, into the hands of princes; which 
6 were daily and nightly polluted with ob- 
« {cenity, rapine, and blood i.” Language 
cannot enough expreſs one sabhorrence of that 


decree *. 
Upon the whole, we are led to make one 


painful reflection, viz. Popery, enſlaving 
Popery, can boaſt of noblemen and gentlemen 
employing their pens in its defence: whilſt 
Proteſtancy, e even in Britain, can ſcarce men- 
tion one of rank that has profeſſedly engaged 
in defence of civil and religious liberty. This 


Theſe 
5 Lord Lyttelton's Hiſtory, &c. vol. I. p. 104. 


The Critical Reviewers upon theſe two lait publications 
which I have mentioned, make the following remarks, 
The zuthor of the Apology, „ they ſhould conjecture-to 
ebe a red-hot ſectary, who, with a view of exaſperating 
ce the government againſt the Roman-catholics, has pub- 
68 liſhed this apologyfor their toleration+. ” Onthecontrary, 
I ſhould readily conclude the apologiſt a real Papiſt, and un- 
der ſome very conſiderable protection. He, by a plumb- line, 
is ſounding the ſhallows and deeps among Britons, in 
order to form a judgment about the expediency of ſome 
intended effort. And, as plainly appears from the other 
Popiſh publications, it breathes the very ſame ſpirit ; 
though perhaps, it may be rather more open- -mouthed. 
As to Mr. Howard's per formance, theſe reviewers have 
been pleaſed to call it, a contra/?, I cannot but be of 
opinion, from tae extracts fairly made from his perform- 
ance in this letter, that he has not leſs {ſtudied to promote 
the cauſe of Popery, than any of che ocher Popiſh writers 


have done. 


+ Critical Review, for December 1767. 
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Theſe remarks upon ſeveral late Popiſh 
publications, ſhall finith with a paſlage from 
a very eminent hiſtorian, ** where the Popiſh 
religion remains eſtabliſhed, the principles 
« of Becket will alſo remain; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the apparent abſurdity of them, 
will perpetually diſturb, and ſometimes 
* overpower, the civil authority, even in 
countries the moſt enlightened by learn- 


ing and philoſophy, or affecting the greater 


*« latitude and freedom of thought: how great 
therefore is the happineſs this nation enjoys 


in the reformation of religion, by which 


*« thoſe principles, ſo repugnant to true Chriſ- 
_ © tianity have been rooted out from our 
church; and which alone can ſecure us from 
a return of thoſe evils, the malignity where- 
of will be ſhewn in its utmoſt extent. 

1 have now, it is apprehended, fairly ſhewn, 
that Popery not only is, but openly profeſſe es, 
by her advocates, to be in an avowed enmity 
with Proteſtancy. 


Same ideas are humbly ſuggeſted, as proper 10 


defeat the deſigns of Popery. 


$ 9. Fir, you the clergy of the Church 
of England ſhould, as Proteſtants, abſolutely 
difown any relation to that of Rome-papal. 
= the reformation, the divine command was 
beyed, which ſaid, come out from among them, 
b e ye ſeparate, touch not the unclean thing, and 
{ will receive you. 3 has no baſis, but 
upon 
Lord Lyttclton' s Hiſtory of har) II. vol. II. p. 340. 
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upon falſehood and force: whereas your re- 


formed church, as Proteſtant, muſt be built 
on truth and freedom. Popery is a novel re- 


ligion, which never had any countenance in 


the New Teſtament writings : yours 1s to be 


found in thoſe writings, Popery therefore 7s 


not the rock from whence ye were hewn ; nor 1s it 

the pit whence ye were digged. 
Secondly, as in your public teachings you 
have a very extenſive field of influence, it 
will be of the utmoſt ſervice to the Proteſtant 
cauſe, ſhouid you, at this time, moſt earneſtly 
inculcate on your people a juſt idea of the 
ſhocking corruptions of Popery, and of its 
malignant {ſpirit towards Proteſtancy. Both 
the ſafety and freedom of our national conſti- 
tution do abſolutely depend upon ſome effi- 
cacious meaſure to prevent its growth among 
us. Alarming circumſtances, on account of 
its poiſonous infection, are every where ſo 
manifeſt, that the archdeacon of St. Alban's 
has even urged it as a diſtinct reaſon why a 
review of the articles of the Church of Eng- 
land would now be dangerous. His words arc 
very remarkable, the zeal and vigilance 
both of paſtors and people in the Church 
«© of England againſt Popery, and Popith 
ce emiſlaries, is vy gectined ; and littlè inter- 
te ruption is given to the unwearied endeavours 
ce of treacherous prieſts, ſtrengthening them- 
& ſelves and animated by an influx of Jeſuits, 
« to pervert his majeſty's ſubjects to their in- 
« tolerant ſuperſtition, and conſequently from 
6 their 
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e their allegiance ; when moreover the learned 
and the Anlexrmed are doing the work of 
« Papiſts, and advance more than half way to 
meet them; and our religion is debaſed to a 
ce trade, and a project to advance mens inter- 
c eſted and ambitious views, by ways and 
« artifices contrary to the clerical profeſſion ; 
« this is a ſtrong argument ad utrumque, that 
« a review of the articles would be danger- 
„ ous*'.” We might compare with this, p. 71, 

of a Letter to the - Author of the Confeſſional ; 

wicrein we found the writer ſtigmatizing the 
alarms of danzer from Popery, with the term 
clamorous l ſee | p- II of this Letter. So very 
widely do doctors differ. But aſſuredly, Dr. 

Ihvetfon has treated the ſubject with far more 


propriety and decency : and I here mention 


him as a reſpectable authority to countenance 
this addreſs. At the ſame time, it ſhews, that 
Rl rs, of remitineſs upon paſtors, in the 
article "of Popery, by the late excellent Dr. 
ITayhew of e was neither groundleſs nor 
1 pertinent. Dr. J-betjon does not ſcruple, 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, to own the charge both 
on 1 2 /t ers and / beople in the Churchof England. 


The argument ſed by Papiſts, with ſo 


much confidence, is, “ their being a people, 
*© wnole religious principles teach them active 
„ obedien nce as well as paſſive. ſubmiſſion 
to all civil eſtabliſhments under which they 

hall ha; pf en to live, whether thoſe eſtabliſh- 
| ce ments 


a for the ſub ſcription of the Clerey, p. 
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64 A Proteſtant Diſſenting Minifler's 
ments are introduced by fraud, violence, or 
« common aſſent; whether calculated for ge- 


< neral or partial good; whether tyrannical or 
5 legal, may indeed, as proper tools of ini- 


* quity, be looked upon with an eye of favour 
* by ill-deſigning governors; but on this ac- 
* count muſt be regarded with contempt, 


EY jealouſy, and averſion, by a people who 


< poſſeſs the bleſſings of liberty, who know 
ce its value, who are acquainted with the equal 
* rights of men, and underſtand the rational 
principles of government and ſubjection*.” 
Every method ſhould be taken by you to in- 
culcate upon the minds of your people, the 
debaſing, deſtructive evil of Popery. 

Thirdly, Recommend to your flocks a religi- 
ous acquaintance with their Bibles, as the very 
beſt book in the world, the rule of life, and 
the ſtandard of the final judgment. For I 
preſume with great reaſon to affirm, that the 
want of ſuch attention, has been the real oc - 
caſion of the wide ſpreadings of methodiſm 
and fanaticiſm. You know, Gentlemen, what 
the celebrated Chillngwoorth ſaid, © that that 
« wherein all Proteſtants agree, and which 
they ſubſcribe with a greater harmony, as 
* a perfect rule of their faith and actions, is 
e the BIBLE, the BIB LR, Iſay the BiBLE only 
eis the religion of Proteſtants ! whatever elſe 
they believe be/des it, and the plain, irre- 


fragable, indubitable conſequences - of x 
ce wel 


c 


* 


N 


0 


* 


u So our amiable female hiſtorian, Mrs. Macaulay, in 
her excellent Hiſtory of England, vol, III. p. 78. 
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2 ad may they hold it as a matter of opinion : 


but as matter of faith and religion, neither 
can they with coherence to their own 


grounds believe it themſelves, nor require 


* the belief of it from others.“ 

If profeſſing Chriſtians are led to ſeek for 
their religion, any where elſe but in their 
New Teſtament, they may not expect to find 
the truth as it is in Jeſus; they will become 
the prey of any impoſtor : very. much will 
depend upon reviving a loſt reverence of the 
heavenly canon, which cannot be done, but 
by making it evident; that every individual is 
to form a judgment of that rule for himſelf, 
and that none elſe can make a judgment for 
him, to any ſanctifying or ſaving purpoſe. No 
other method can ſecure your people from 
the inſinuating wiles of Popery: for if they 
are once perſuaded, that they are incompetent 
judges of the ſenſe and meaning of the divine 
teachings, they are then eaſily perſuaded to the 
reſignation of their reaſon and underitandings; 
and will make no difficulty at all of becoming 
implicit believers. 

Fourthly, recommend. to your people a good 
underſtanding with their Proteſtant-diſſenting 


neighbours; fince their diſſent from your 


church eſtabliſhment, is upon the very tame 


principle with that of your diſſent from the 


Church of Rome; viz. the right of private 
judgment. We readily own, your removal 
from the Romiſh ſuperſtition, is, what much 


more reſpects the eſſentials of rehgion, than 
| that 


— 
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that of our diſſent from your eſtabliſhment 
more generally does: nevertheleſs, we are 


well perſuaded of the reaſonableneſs of that 
our diſſent. You ought therefore to conſider 


us as religiouſly behaving upon the funda- 
mental principles of the reformation, in this 
our conſcientious diſſent. And in recom- 


mending us to the good will of your flocks, 


be not in the leaſt afraid of the cenſure. of 
fiery ſpirits ; for Biſhop Burnet obſerves, in 
the year 1700, that all moderate divines 
«were looked upon by ſome: hot men, with 
an evil eye, as perſons: who were cold and 
« indifferent in the matters of the church: that 
* which. flowed from a gentleneſs, both of 
e temper and principle, was repreſented as an 
* inclination to favour diſſenters, which paſſed 
among many, for a more heinous thing than 
« leaning to Popery 1tielf ..”” Again, he tells 
us, in 1710, they eſpouſed Sachevere!, 
«« boldly affirming a deſign formed by Nis 
to pull down the church*.—and in 1712, 
there appeared an inclination in many of 
* the clergy, to a nearer approach to the 


Church of Rome, Herein they were ma- 


nifeſtly counteracting the part of Proteſtants, 
and avowing themſelves the enemies of liberty. 
So are thoſe clergy conducting, who now 
a days affect to propagate a diſlike in their 
people to their Proteſtant dificnting neigh- 


bours. 
Fiſthly, 


» Hiftory of his own time, vol. III. octavo. p. 345- 
x Ibid, vol. =» 250. 7 Ib.p, 360- 
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ral ;/bly, Though the Church of England 


is an illuſtrious branch of the reformation, ſhe 
ought always to be viewed and acknowledged 
as ina ſtate of imperfection. In her1gth article, 
ſhe exprelly ſays, © as the Church of Jeru- 
« falem, Alexandria, and Antioch have erred, 
« ſoalſo the Church of Rome hath erred, not 
only in their living and manner of cere- 
«© monies, but alſo in matters of faith.” Which 
ſhe could not, with any decency, have ſaid, 

had ſhe herſelf pretended to infallibility: ſhe 
thus virtually owns her own imperfection. 
many of her moſt conſcientious clergy have 
been and are very defirous of a reform; wit- 
neſs the writing of an Hoadley, a. Clarke, a 


Whiſton, aSykes, the candid diſquiſitions, the 


confeſſional; we may add, the reproaches of a 


Popiſh apologiſt, becauſe of a neglect of ſuch 
reform. 

I might here ſubjoin another teſtimony ; for 
perhaps not any thing could have more clearly 
pointed out the need which there is of a 
reform in the Engliſh church-eſtabliſhment, 
than a book now publiſhing, entitled, An at- 

tempt to explain tbe words, reaſon, ſubſtance, 
per ſen, creed, orthodoxy, cathohc-church, ſub- 
Seription. By a preſbyter of the Church of Eng- 
land. His rea ſonings are clear, and his ar- 
guments concluſive, nay, his own conduct 
has been exemplary, however ſingular; as is 
1pparent from his letter to the Right Reverend 


tne Lord Biſhop of Ferns. Nor 1s to be 
| = doubted, 


'Þ 
0 
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doubted, great numbers of your Reverend 
Body are much embarraſſed with the affair of 
SUBSCRIPTION. Such, with him, are per- 
ſuaded, it is diſagreeable to profeſs, ſub- 
cribe, and declare, in any matter relating to 

the worſhip and ſervice of God, what 1 Is not 
believed ſtrictly and fimply to be-trus. 1 
have not, Gentlemen, gone back to archbiſhop 
Uſher, biſhop Hall, biſhop Bedel, and 
others; when propoſals were actually made 
for reforming the Liturgy in the reign of 
Charles II. characters of weight enough to 
render their judgment very good evidence of 


the need of a reform. 
Sixthly. In your endeavours to obtain 


ſome ſalutary law, which ſhall more effec- 
tually prevent the growth of Popery, I would 
j humbly propoſe it ſhould not be by oaTus. 
ſt Anacknowledgement of the Pope's powerover 


| conſcience, renders the oath of a Papiſt of no 
* ſignificance, when ever given to a Proteſtant, 
= . | as fuch. 

5 For biſhop Burner, ſpeaking of the power 
| of abſolving from perjury, ſays, he was in- 
{4 formed by King William III. © that he un- 


f % derſtood from the German princes, that 
fx 7 BS they believed the confeflors of Popiſh 
% princes had faculties from Rome, for doing 
this as effectually, though more ſecretly. 
«« He added, that they knew it went for a 
I „maxim among Popith princes, that their 
0 * word and faith bound them as they were men 
ſi * and bates of foctety ; but that their oaths, 
| being acts of religion, were Subject to the di- 
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erection of their confeſſors.” Thus deluſive, 
deceitful, and. enſnaring, is the oath of a 
Papiſt, when given to the Proteſtant. Let 
Jahn His and Ferom of Prague, and thou- 
ſands fince give their corroborating bleeding 
teſtimony. 

Seventh, you will approve yourſelves faith- 
ful to your truſt, if you ſeize upon every oppor- 
tunityofinforming theGentry, Nobility, the Roy- 
al Family, and even the King himſelf (as many 
of you who have acceſs to his Majeſty may 
do), that the Britiſh-throne has, and can 
have, no other firm baſis, no real ſtability but 
on the principles of the reformation and the 
revolution. And though the Papiſts have ſaid, 
and do moſt boldly ſay, there is noother way 
« of ſecuring your church from deſtr uction 
„ but by her return to Popery”';—let them 
know, you are determined to defend and 
maintain the ſacred rights of conſcience to the 
utmoſt of your power, againſt all meaſures to 
enflave ; firmly perſuaded that the Proteſtant 
cauſe is the cauſe of truth and liberty, and 
that againſt this cauſe, the gates of hell and 
— ſhall not prevail. * 

thus conclude this plain, unornamented, 
but ſincere, affectionate addreſs. And am, 


With great eſteem and reſpect, 
REVEREND GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient 


humble Servant, 
A PROTEST ANT-DISSEN'TIN "4 MINISTER. 


—— — . — — — 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


of NDER Conſiderations on penal laws againſt 
Roman- catholics, Number II. p. 19, it 
was obſerved, the Papiſt has the confidence 
to affirm, that the clergy of the eſtabliſhed 
« Church of England did receive the ſacred 
« depoſit of the Old and New Teſtament 
« from their Roman-catholic predeceſſors.” 
Such an extravagant afſertion, I did little 
more than flightly remark upon. But upon 
ſeeing another Popith defence in a longletter, 
expoſed to public view in the London Chro- 
nicle Januasy 28, 1708, ſigned A PRoTEs- 
TANT, wherein this frothy matter has been 
thrown out, I ought a POTEN would be 
Proper. 
It is thus ignorantly expreſſed,.— © Many 
« people inveigh againſt tradition (becauſe 
« the Romith church pays attention to it) yet 
i « Proteſtants muſt own that by tradition the 
f « word of God deſcended from the apoſtles 
i te through a continual ſucceſſion of the faith- 
« ful for upwards of 360 years, until the 
lt « preſent canon of Scripture was eſtabliſhed 
i c by the church in the council of Laodicea.— 
by this tradition it is that the holy Scrip- 
ly . < tures have been kept pure and entire both 
i « as to the ſpirit and ſenſe thereof; there- 
i! « fore Proteſtants of all denominations ought 
1 * to acknowledge their obligations to the 


ſh 60 Catholic church for this authorized cata- 
9 ** logu? 
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« logue of the ſacred writings; and muſt 
«© jmpute it either to the divine aſſiſtance 0 
«« given to the council, or to the ſagacity, | 
penetration, and integrity of the church, 
that ſhe determined the authenticity of 
the goſpels, epiſtles, and other parts of 
our holy bible, preferable to the many 
other pretended goſpels, epiſtles, &. 
Notwithſtanding your learned body, Gen- 
tlemen, muſt ſee the paragraph could only 
become the pen of a Papiſt, or of a ſneerin 
Infidel; -who - would thus expoſe the New 
Te/tament canon to univerſal contempt; yet 
becauſe the common people, into whoſe hands | 
this letter may fall, and who cannot exa- | 
mine into ancient church-hiſtory, may ſee a | 
full confutation of tha Popiſh account; I will 
produce a far more reſpectable authority, 
than that of any or all.of theſe Popiſh wri- 
ters, vig. that learned, judicious, and confeſ- 
ſedly impartial Ecclefiaſtical hiſtorian, 'T | 
mean, Dr. Nathanael Lardner.—his credibility | 
of the Goſpel Hiſtory, gives the following ac- 
count of this matter. He tells us, „ that 
the chief deſign of this council of Laodi- 
cea held in the fourth century, appears to 


A 


« 


A 


have been to deliver rules of church dif- i 
*© Cipline. Nevertheleſs, the biſhops there 5 
aſſembled may have been induced for ſome f 


** reaſons to publiſh a catalogue of ſacred 
** books, to be publickly read in the churcher 
** Accordingly, the laſt canon, about ſcrip- 
ture, is generally received as genuine, 
% though 


CC 
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though it may not be quite ſo unqueſ- 
.** tioned as the other preceding canons. — 
66 Some are of opinion, that this council 
* conlifted of arian biſhops, and that it was 
«* conducted by Theodoſius biſhop of Phila- 


s delphia in Lydia, a man of the arian party. 
cc 


Though ſome diſpute this, it may be reck- 
* oned no improbable ſuppoſition. - Ba. 
& nage id his hiſtory of the Church, obſerves, 
e that Proteſtants and Catholics have equally 
«« diſparaged this ſynod — a council that only 
conſiſted of thirty or. forty biſhops of Ly- 
% dia, and neighbouring countries.“ 
This is a full confutation of the popiſh or 
infidel letter- writer, figned, a PROTESTANT, 
reſpecting the council of Laodicea, and thews 
his great ignorance. Our hiſtorian tells us, 
under the articles of Euſebius, A. D. 315 
% That the method, which Euſebius him- 
ſelf, and others of his time, made uſe 
of in judging, concerning the ſacred au- 
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lf * thority of any books, was to enquire after 
þ | « and conſider the teſtimony of the ancients, 
N « thoſe holy and venerable chriſtians, whe- 
i ce ther Biſhops or others, of former times, 
4 e Who lived near the age of the ancients, 
i 6 This is a method, of which we have ſeen 
| | % many inſtances in authors before cited. 
1 In his chapter on Cafſtodorivs, A. D. 556, 
if he makes two remarks upon the cata- 
|| logues relating to the New Teſtament. Fir, 
it | «jt 
lh a Credibility vol. VIII b. I. ch. 83. p. 294+.215- 
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te it ſeems to appear, that the number of 
* books to be received as Canonical Scrip- 
ture had not then been determined by 
any authority univerſally acknowledged, 
and ſubmitted to by Chriſtians. Secondly, 
«« neverthelets there was a very general 
agreement, among chriſtians, concerning 
the books of the New Teſtament, which 
e ought to be received as canonical, or the 
rule of faith.” In his general hiſtory of 
the Manicheans, the riſe of which ſect, 
Ferome, in his chronicle, has with much 
particularity diſtinctly fixed at the ſecond 
year of the emperour Probus, which is the 
year of Chriſt 277, he gives this account 
of them, they received all, or well nigh 
all the ſame books of the New Teſtament, 
«© which were received by other chriſtians; 
«© They ſaid, indeed, that thoſe. Scriptures 
had been interpolated in ſome time paſt ; 
but they never corrupted or interpolated 
them, nor attempted it: nor could they, 
or any other, corrupt them, if they would, 
as Auguſtin obſerves. And the contro- 
verſie with them has occaſioned the wri- 
ting of many books, containing nume- 
rous quotations of the Scriptures, and ex- 
* cellent vindications of their genuineneſs 
« and integrity.” 
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* Credibility, vol. XI. p. 309, 310. 
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He adds, We are very much indebted 
to Auguſtin, and many other learned 
0 roms of former times, who aſſerted 
and maintained the authority of the Old, 
« and the genuineneſs and integrity of the 
«{ New Teſtament, and gave a better ac- 
c count of the creation of the world, of hu- 
«& man liberty, and the nature and ori- 
* gin of evil, than was taught by theſe 
« people.” | 

And when the Doctor has mentioned 

erome's catalogue of the books of the Old 
and New Teſtament, as the firſt; the next 
diviſion as Auguſtin's teſtimonie to the 
ſcriptures, and the third, the ancient Latin 
tranflation of the Old Teſtament from the 
Greek of the Seventy, which was in uſe 
before Jerome made a tranſlation from the 
Hebrew; our hiſtorian ſays of theſe cata- 
logues, «© there is no remarkable difference 
in any of them. The firſt two have all 
& the books of the New Teſtament, which 
* are now generally received by us—and 
there are not inſerted, in any of theſe 
catalogues, Barnabas, or Clement, or 
cc Ignatius, or any other Chriſtian writers 
« whatever: which affords a cogent argu- 
“ ment, that there were not any other 
*« chriſtian writings, which were placed: by 
«© the Churches pon a level with thoſe 1 in 


* theſe catalogues.“ 
I dt 


4 Credibility, &c. vol. VII. ch. 63. p. 420, 421. 
© Ibid. vol. XI. p. 310, 311. 
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[ truſt theſe citations will ſufficiently 
ſhew, that the authenticity of the ſacred 
canon is upon an unſpeakably firmer baſis, 
and far more reſpectable, than that of the 
council of Laodicea, or of any other, or of 
all other clerical councils. It is built upon 
the univerſal, harmonious conſent of the 
profeſſing Chriſtian world: and has never 
depended on the ſingle teſtimony of any 
ſect or party, no, not on that which has 
moſt unreaſonably aſſumed the name of 
Catholic. 

The books of the New Teſtament, were, 
by the univerſality of their reception, and 
by the ineſtimable value ſet upon them, in 
the firſt ages of chriſtianity, rendered in- 
capable of being corrupted and interpolated. 
The Papiſt ſhould, therefore, point out to 
us the age when his Church was in poſſeſ- 
ſion of all the copies of the books of the 
New Teſtament ; and not only ſo, but of 
all the books written by the ancient chriſ- 
tians, before he preſumes to make your 
Proteſtant Church indebted to Rome-papal, 
for the ſacred depoſite of the Old and New 
Teſtament. 

Moreover, the little uſe which Popery 
allows her devotees to make of the ſacred 
canon, might have taught her adyocates 
much more modeſty, than to have laid fo 
great ſtreſs upon a pretende d bequeſt, of 
little or no uſe to the people. 
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It is farther evident, from the citations 
made from our eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians, that 
there never were any writings in the world 
ſo well authenticated, as thoſe of the New- 


Teſtament writings ; which it is reaſonable 


to conclude they muſt have been, becauſe they 


make a claim to that of being the moſt per- 
fect, and the only univerſal written- rule, 


that gives light and life to mankind. No 
man knoweth the Father but the Son, and he 
to whamfoever the Son ſhall reveal him. 


> Under No. I. P- I5. againſt the de- 


| fign of that Popiſh publication, Brooke's 


trial of the Roman Catbolics in Ireland; 
which would repreſent the Iriſh maſſacre as 


a calumny, we might have put in contraſt 
the teſtimony of lord Clarendon, as given by 
the biſhop of Peterborough, in his Regiſter 


and Chronicle Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, p. 489.f 
Nothing can be ſtranger than that Mr. 
« Cref/y ſhould ſo magnify the general 


© Obedience of all Roman-catholics, that 


& none of them were ever in rebellion againſt 


«© the king or his father, when he knows 


% very well, and hath ſome marks of it, 
that the whole Iriſh nation (ſome very 
few excepted) joined in rebellion againit 
„ the king; and but for that rebellion, _ 
| s ther 


f A. D. 1661. 


a 
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ther Preſbyterian, nor Independent, or 
Anabaptiſt had been able to have done 
any harm in England: for the Scots re- 
bellion was totally ſuppreſſed, and their 
army diſbanded, before the Iriſh rebellion 
began. It was that which produced all 
the miſchief that ſucceeded in England, 
and gave thoſe ſects in religion opportu- 
nity to bring in their confuſion to the de- 
ſtruction of Church and State. — Was 


not that rebellion begun and carried on 


entirely by the King's Roman-catholic 


ſubjects? Was there one man but Ca- 
tholics who concurred in it? and did 
they pretend any other cauſe for it but 
religion? Wasmot the ſecular and regu- 
lar clergy equally engaged to ſupport it ? 
and did not the Pope himſelf contribute 
to it, if not contrive it? and was not 
himſelf, in the perſon of his nuncio Ri- 
nuccini, general of the rebels both by ſea 
and land? and can there be a greater ma- 


nifeſtation that the Roman-catholic re- 


ligion itſelf favoured rebellion, than when 
the head of their church and all eccle- 
ſiaſtical orders joined and concurred in it? 


And it cannot but be obſerved, that tho' 


the Iriſb, for ought appears, only carried 
on, or were active in that rebellion, there 
was not any Eugliſbꝰ Catholic that made 
any public profeſſion againſt it; nor did 
one Eugliſb pricit, ſecular or regular, 
| % manifeſt 
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* manifeſt his deteſtation or diſlike of it by 
any public writing: and how much they 
* favoured it in private diſcourſe, there 
* wants not abundant evidence.“ 
This teſtimony may well have its weight 
againſt all that the late Popiſh writers have 
faid, ro exculpate their church from that 
maſſacre. 
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For prime biſhops, read prince bine 

For treated, read heated. 

For vernments, read vernment. 

Dele no ſmotherer. 

For even, read ever. 88 | 

For rendring the oaths of, read tendiing the 
| oaths tO. n 

For procured, read propoſed, 

After demons, put a comma, and read forbi. ding 

Z0 Marry. 
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